
DECEMBER 1, 2015 NEWSLETTER

WHAT'S NEXT?

Greetings from our Leogane Elementary School where teacher and 
graduate of New Missions Isaac Genel and his students are grateful 
for the gift of education.

 Frequently, I’m asked this question, “What’s 
next for New Missions?” My common response is 
typically, “What’s now?” I’m not trying to ignore 
the question, I’m trying to bring awareness to the 
power of the now. What we are doing today will 
make tomorrow better.
 For example, I’m excited about today because of 
leaders such as Isaac Genel in Haiti. Today, Isaac is 
a teacher at our elementary school in Leogane.  
As a graduate of New Missions, he represents a  
role model of change to the next generation of  
five-year-olds starting school at New Missions.
 You can be the difference maker in the life of a 
child. In 2015, we had 677 of our students celebrate 
their fifth birthdays. In 2016, there will be 701 
students who will celebrate their fifth birthdays. 
This is a major milestone on their journey of 
growing strong in a country where the survival  
rate is greatly threatened for children under five. 
 Please consider making a donation to our 
Student Scholarship Fund by giving the gift of 
education to students awaiting a sponsor. Your 
special year-end gift will help us serve these 
students at New Missions—by providing proper 
medical care, food, and a quality education. 
        ~Tim DeTellis

 The Bible explains in 1 John 3:8 that FOR THIS 
REASON, Jesus came. The Phillips translation reads,  
“Now the Son of God came to earth with the express 
purpose of liquidating the devil’s activities.” What’s 
the devil doing in your life? For the reason of evil in 
the world, in your world, in your life, in all that you see 
that is not good and not of God…for this reason Jesus 
came into the world. For this reason Jesus came to 
destroy once and for all the works of the evil one.
 I can remember visiting a special paternal aunt, 
Freda Masciarelli, just before Christmas. She was at 
the Dana Farber Hospital in Boston, diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer at 53 years of age. 
Aunt Freda owned a jewelry store in 
Framingham, Massachusetts, where 
we would visit her often. I remember 
as a child peering into the jewelry 
case with my eyes glued to a Mickey 
Mouse watch with a red strap. Now, my Aunt Freda 
was in her last days on earth. Visiting her for the last 
time with Pastor George, I heard him strongly give 
her two words, “MERRY CHRISTMAS!” I cringed.  
Pancreatic cancer is not Merry Christmas.  
 Currently, for my husband, Dennis, cancer is a 
“Goliath” in his life that needs a stone from David’s 
sling to destroy the giant. Cancer, like any other evil 
in the world, needs to hear the words of the young 
shepherd boy, David: “You come against me with sword 
and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the 
name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom you have defied.” I Samuel 17:45

FOR THIS REASON...MERRY CHRISTMAS!

KEEP CHEERING THE 

WORLD WITH THE GREETING 

OF MERRY CHRISTMAS.

P.S.  At the time of writing this article, my 
husband of �ve years, Dennis O’Connor, is 
�ghting mesothelioma lung cancer and is under 
hospice care. Jesus came to this earth for this 
reason: for Dennis O’Connor, for you, and for me.

Dennis and Jeanne DeTellis O’Connor

 Merry Christmas to you and your world! Merry 
Christmas to every child fleeing with their parents 
as refugees. Merry Christmas to each one fighting a 
Goliath in their world. We pray for the Christ child to 
be with every description of evil and bring a glorious 
light—a sounding joy that cannot be made silent, and 
an everlasting peace that calms and comforts beyond 
any human understanding.
 Only Jesus can see every evil on the face of the 
earth, and He can touch, respond, love, heal, and 
change the blackness into the noonday sunshine. The 
more days on earth I have, I hear stories of imperfect 

lives. But, these lives are standing 
tall and shining in the image of their 
Savior, Healer, and most blessedly 
with assurance of a coming Jesus.
     Yes, this is the reason Jesus came 
with a gift unlimited and big enough 

to satisfy every pumping heart on earth with the Good 
News. Not just news of salvation and eternity, but a 
living gift constantly wrapped in the power of the 
Holy Spirit—encompassing our lives with hope and 
expecting a miracle.
 As brothers and sisters, we know the reason. We 
know why He came. His love for you and for me gives 
us the joyous spirit of the season every moment until 
we begin our next life with Him in another world with 
no evil. The darkness is passing away, and the true 
light is already shining (1 John 2:8b). We know Jesus is 
coming again!
 Merry Christmas!
                                      ~Jeanne DeTellis O’Connor

 The holiday season is especially difficult for families struggling 
for victory, for a miracle, or for survival. Jesus knows. You are never 
out of His powerful touching presence. He cares. He understands. 
This Christmas, I take a deep breath and exercise my faith to say, 
“Merry Christmas!” I take the life of a Living Babe into my deepest 
being. Wishing you and yours a Merry Christmas!

Sincerely,

Jeanne DeTellis O’Connor Middle: Here at New Missions, we believe in the God-given potential of each child in our classrooms.  
Bottom left: Thank you for giving to help our students attend school and learn about Jesus.  
Bottom right: New leaders are on the rise in Haiti, and with hope in God, lives are changed forever.



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Redemption Village: Our preschool students at 
Redemption Village, in the Dominican Republic, 
are currently learning their colors and numbers. 
These four-year-old children love to interact 
with their teacher and other students in their 
classroom. This school has 201 students and holds 
both morning and afternoon classes. Many of the 
students attending this school are Haitian. All 
classes are taught in Spanish, which helps the 
children learn the language they need to live and 
eventually work in the Dominican Republic.

What’s In Your Shoebox?: There’s still time to pack 
and send shoeboxes for our students in Haiti. Our 
collection runs through December 31, 2015. A great 
idea when packing your shoebox is to fill a reusable 
water bottle with school supplies such as: pencils, pens, 
erasers, a ruler, small calculator and watch. Even a 
comb could fit inside the bottle. Some fun game ideas 
include dominos, cards, jacks, and balls. Toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, face cloths and soap are always a 
blessing, too. “We love because He first loved us.”  
1 John 4:19

Thankful Students: Because you show love to our 
students through your prayers and support, they are 
growing up with thankful hearts. Each day before 
lunch at school, the students gather for prayer. Did 
you know we prepare over 2 million meals each 
year at New Missions in Haiti? Thankfully, each 
school lunch helps strengthen our kids with proper 
nourishment. We purchase fish, vegetables, and beans 
to serve with rice. Your giving to Rice for Children 
helps us faithfully feed our students and say goodbye 
to hunger and hello to hope.

New Missions Eagles: The Scripture theme for our 
students at New Missions is, “He fills my life with 
good things. My youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” 
(Psalm 103:5) Our Haitian education counsel selected 
the eagle to be the school mascot, and then chose 
this verse. Here at New Missions, we believe in the 
God-given potential of each of our students. From 
our elementary school in Leogane, Haiti, these young 
women proudly received their New Missions eagle 
patches. Together, we are raising a new generation of 
Christian leaders.

MAKING MORE ROOM

Top: Our students and churches use the benches weekly for worship and chapel services. 
Bottom left: Luc Bertrand, a graduate of New Missions from Neply, Haiti, is our welder who makes the legs for our church benches. 
Bottom middle: 100% Haitian made by our carpenters and welder, church benches provide more seating in our churches.  
Bottom right: New church benches have been installed at our church in Signeau, Haiti, and also at our high school chapel.

more online at  
newmissions.org

SHOEBOX DRIVE
The 2015 Christmas 
Shoebox Drive is 
happening now and 
will conclude Dec. 31.  
For more info visit 
ShoeboxDrive.com

 Seven Haitian workers are involved in the fabrication and 
installation of benches for our churches. Our church pews are 
made either 10 or 14-feet long (the 10 foot benches are for our 
smaller churches). 

First, the metal legs are welded on by our welder, Luc 
Bertrand. The church pews are then bolted together, and a 
piece of angle iron is also welded at this time to the bottom  
of the church pew legs. The carpenters’ names are Litnier, 
Paul, and Sony. The benches are then varnished and the metal 
is painted black by our painters Ton Ton, Cartier, and Jeaune. 
Finally, the benches are delivered to the churches and bolted 
securely to the floor.   

We recently finished delivering benches to our high school 
chapel, which is also used as our Signeau church. On several 
occasions we have seen people praying and seeking the Lord 
in the churches. I am sure the villagers rejoiced in seeing the 
delivery of more benches for their church. 
 “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not 
for men.” Colossians 3:23 

~Charlie DeTellis

BLESS A PASTOR 
This Christmas you can 
bless a pastor with a 
shoebox. New Missions has 
a pastor on staff at each 
of our school locations. 
Visit BlessAPastor.com 

MANGO RUN 
Join us in Orlando on  
January 16, 2016, 
for our 2nd annual 
Mango Run 5K. To 
register please visit 
Mango5K.com

BLESS A NURSE 
This year you can pack 
a shoebox for a New 
Missions nurse. Each 
school has a nurse who 
helps meet the needs 
of our students. Visit 
BlessANurse.com
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