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CELEBRATE MARRIAGE

Top:  Guilene Guillaume, shown above as a child, grew up in our school  thanks to her sponsor from 1991-2004, William Horie.  
Bottom left:  We rejoice with Jean Valantin Edmond and Guilene on their marriage and commitment to God.   
Bottom right:  Pastor Jean Guillaume walked his daughter down the aisle as a crowd of nearly 500 people celebrated with them.

 Proud and tall, Pastor Jean Guillaume walked his 
daughter down the aisle. Not only was she a pastor’s 
daughter, but also a graduate of New Missions. Nearly 
500 people attended the wedding celebration on 
Saturday, January 24, 2015, at 3:30 in the afternoon. 
They gathered at the New Missions church in the 
town of Leogane, Haiti.
 In the country of Haiti, where marriage is rare 
and polygamy is still practiced, we are thankful and 
celebrate the marriage of Jean Valantin Edmond and 
and Guilene Guillaume. “He who finds a wife finds 
what is good and receives favor from the Lord.” 
Proverbs 18:22
 The bride is a school teacher at our Leogane 
Elementary School, where she herself attended 
school as a child. Her husband is a teacher at our high 
school. As role models, both husband and wife are 
helping to grow a new generation of Christian leaders 
for Haiti.
 Together, we are changing lives—because each 
child matters to God. Both Jean Valantin Edmond 
and Guilene Guillaume are fruit of a steadfast 
commitment we have to our mission. Thank you for 
standing with us as we continue to serve strong and 
raise a generation of Christian leaders.  ~Tim DeTellis

     One day I received a message and friend request 
on Facebook from Floriana DeTellis, a cousin living 
in Milan, Italy. DeTellis is an uncommon family 
name. There are fewer than 100 people with the last 
name DeTellis. All of the DeTellis people originate 
from the village of Terlizzi, Italy. A few generations 
ago, there was a father Gaetano DeTellis, and he 
had two sons. One son, Michele DeTellis, was my 
grandfather—who left Italy to move to Boston.  
Michele DeTellis was a peddler in Haymarket Square 
in Boston—selling fruits and vegetables at the market. 
When Michele was 54-years-old, a car crashed 
into his horse and buggy and he was killed there in 
Haymarket Square in Boston. His father, Gaetano 
DeTellis, lived to be 78-years-old back 
in Italy.  
 In December 2014, I had a trip 
planned to Milan, Italy, to preach in 
some local churches. I messaged my 
cousin Floriana and we made plans for 
a family reunion. Floriana and I were 
both born in 1961, and her father and my father were 
both born in 1935. Her father, Ferdinando DeTellis, 
began to tell me stories of my great-grandfather 
Gaetano DeTellis. He asked me why Michele DeTellis 
never came to Italy to claim his inheritance of 
Gaetano’s house? I told him the family story of how 
my grandfather was killed in an accident. He told 
me that the house sat empty for years, and no one 
from the family would touch the house because the 
inheritance belonged to Michele DeTellis. After many 
years, squatters moved into the house. Under Italian 
law, if a house is left abandoned, a person can move 

WILL YOU CLAIM YOUR INHERITANCE?
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  The decision is up to you. God cannot make you inherit eternal 
life. Will you fight for what is rightly your inheritance? “In whom 
also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according 
to the purpose of him who works all things after the counsel of his 
own will.” Ephesians 1:11

George DeTellis, Jr

P.S. As believers, we have the Holy Spirit as 
a deposit of our inheritance.  It is the Holy 
Spirit living in us that empowers us to live a 
victorious life.  (Ephesians 1:13)

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS 
A DEPOSIT OF OUR 

INHERITANCE.

in and after 20 years they can claim legal title to the 
property. They showed me on Google maps a picture 
of the house in the town of Terlizzi, Italy. The thought 
of it…my family owned a house in Italy! But, we lost 
our inheritance because we did not claim it!
 I know of another story of a woman who refused 
her inheritance. When she was a young child, her 
father abandoned her and her mother. She never saw 
the man again. But, one day she received a telephone 
call and a letter from an attorney telling her that 
her father had left her a house as an inheritance in 
his will. The woman was bitter and outraged at the 
father she never knew. She refused her inheritance. 
She said, “I never knew that man; he was not my 

father. I want nothing from him. I 
have my own money!” After many 
requests from the lawyer for her to 
accept her inheritance, she signed 
a legal document “disclaiming” 
her inheritance. An heir cannot be 
forced to accept their inheritance. 

The legal term for refusing an inheritance is called 
“disclaiming.”
 It takes the will of two people to execute an 
inheritance—the free will of the one making the 
gift and the free will of the recipient of the gift. We 
have an inheritance in Jesus Christ. He died for us, 
executing the will of the Father. The Bible is the will 
of the Father and details our inheritance as heirs. 
But, we must exercise our free will to accept our 
inheritance. Will you claim your inheritance?

        ~George DeTellis, Jr.



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Mango Run: We continue to show our steadfast support 
for the island of Hispaniola and the people we serve in 
Haiti and the Dominican Republic. Congratulations to 
Drew de Armas, the first runner to cross the finish line 
at our Mango Run! A special thanks to each runner and 
walker who came to Lake Baldwin Park in Orlando, 
Florida, for our first annual Mango Run. Across the 
country, friends of New Missions joined as “sleep-in 
supporters.” Are you a runner? Join us next year. Save 
the date: 01/16/16 for our 2nd Annual Mango Run.

Well Water: Polluted water is linked to more deaths 
for children around the world than any other reason. 
Part of our model at New Missions is to provide safe 
drinking water to the children and families we serve. 
We accomplish this by providing wells, cisterns, and 
solar water pumps (when necessary) to ensure water is 
available to even our most remote areas. Recently, our 
Signeau Elementary School benefited from a new well 
water distribution station and solar powered water pump. 
This well also serves the entire community.

Ultrasounds: Prenatal care is a priority at our health 
center in Sosua, Dominican Republic. Ultrasounds 
are provided each Thursday. Women come from the 
surrounding towns to benefit from this service provided 
under the care of our Dominican doctor Francisco 
Marte, M.D. During these exams, each mom is loved in 
Jesus' name and the Gospel message is shared. We know 
medical care is just an open door to present the true 
hope we each have in a personal relationship with Jesus.  
Please remember our medical staff in your prayers as 
they serve the children and their families.

Regional High Schools: This school year we opened 
four regional high schools in Haiti located in Mare-Chal, 
Masson, Leogane, and Tom Gateau. These locations help 
serve students in their local communities by preventing 
them from having a long commute to our main high 
school campus in Signeau. Currently in Haiti, only 15% 
of students ever attend high school. The challenge is a 
daunting one: Haiti has one of the lowest enrollment 
rates in the world—only 22% attending at the secondary 
level—according to the World Bank. Together, we are 
empowering this next generation. PLAYA LAGUNA CHURCH AND 

SCHOOL DEDICATION

Top: Jeanne DeTellis encouraged those attending the dedication service for our New Missions church in Playa Laguna on January 25, 2015.  
Above left: Pastor John Pfeffer and his wife Anita presented Pastor Felix and his wife Lisselot with a commemorative church dedication plaque.  
Above middle: Youth from the Playa Laguna church led worship during the dedication service.  
Above right: Thank you for your generosity and giving toward the Playa Laguna church construction. 
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CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
CONSTRUCTION 
Your gift helps us build 
new churches and schools. 
Together, we can spread 
the Gospel further and 
be a blessing to many 
communities.

GOT VBS? 
Does your church host VBS 
during the summer? Plan 
now to partner with us and 
collect a special offering 
for our Student Scholarship 
Fund and together, we can 
change more lives.

RICE FOR CHILDREN 
Please consider a 
special offering to 
Rice for Children and 
help us feed children 
year-round.

SPONSOR A CHILD 
You can help educate 
a child and empower 
them to better their 
tomorrow. Call our office 
at 407-240-4058 or visit 
NewMissions.org

 New Missions began visiting the village of Playa Laguna 
with mission teams 10 years ago. We found the people open 
to hear the Gospel. After ministry with mission teams for 
two years, a home church began. The church met in homes 
for eight years, until we were able to purchase land. It was 
difficult to find land that had a legal deed. With the help of 
a Christian realtor, Jose Loinaz, and a Christian contractor, 
Francisco Martin, the land was purchased and the church was 
built. Once construction started on March 17, 2014, the project 
was completed quickly—much to the joy of the community. 
What helps us build a church is when we have a pastor such 
as John Pfeffer, from Seekonk, Massachusetts, who has a 
heart for missions, sees the need, and commits his support. 
Pastor John’s church paid for the foundation along with 
furniture for the pastor's office.
 My most inspiring moment was during the prayer 
dedication for the church, as Pastor Felix and his wife, 
Lisselot, called each person by name to come forward and 
stand with them. There is a loving church family in the Playa 
Laguna community, and we expect to see many lives changed 
and touched for eternity. ~Jeanne DeTellis O'Connor
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