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LOOKING BACK AND  
LOOKING FORWARD 

Middle:  New church construction in Ti-Boucan is an open facility to promote safety and easy access while maximizing the views and 
fresh air.  Bottom:  New classrooms built since the earthquake welcome our students to make Haiti stronger together.

The church in Ti-Boucan was destroyed by the historic earthquake 
on January 12, 2010.

 The 7.0 earthquake in Haiti on January 12, 2010 
shook the country and hearts of its people. The 
earthquake was alarming with a loud bang, and the 
land rolling beneath us. If the earthquake happened 
just 15 minutes prior, the deaths at our schools would 
have been in the thousands. We had no knowledge 
of the extent of damage and loss of life in Haiti. 
Quickly, we decided to evacuate our ocean campus 
and moved to higher ground at our high school 
site—just five miles away. While driving to the high 
school we were amazed to see Christian Haitians 
gathered—singing and praying in many locations. 
This is evidence of their faith in God.    
 The majority of all of our buildings were 
destroyed or severely damaged. Since then we’ve 
established six schools and churches in Haiti, and 
built 12 new church buildings. However, our work 
is a spiritual work. We need to keep our minds 
fixed upon what is positive and what is possible.  
All things are possible with God. Our mission 
is a Christian mission preaching the Gospel. We 
continue to build more schools and churches in 
Haiti, as God expands our vision. Thank you for 
your steadfast support. ~Charlie DeTellis
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  Sitting outside and reading is one of my favorite 
things to do. There is a park near my house with two 
bridges that go over a small pond. The views and 
outdoor time is rejuvenating. I’ll enjoy a walk, and at 
the end, simply sit down and relax by reading. Often, 
I’ll read a chapter from Proverbs. I also enjoy reading 
articles from a variety of writers. 
 During my prayer time as I walk, I frequently 
ask, “Lord, how can I be more like you?” Several 
times, the Bible verse that has come to my mind 
has been a Scripture I was taught during summer 
camp as a child. “But seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and His righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33)  I reflected 
on my life and noticed that I was 
seeking daily what mattered to 
me—not what mattered to God. This 
was particularly true after a busy 
day. I’d scan over my activities from 
that day and pray, “Lord, forgive me for forgetting 
what matters most—and that’s what matters to You. 
Give me ears to hear, eyes to see, and a heart to 
respond.” The truth is, sometimes I can live selfishly 
by thinking I am more important than others, and I 
need to ask God to help me on this journey. 
 On several occasions, I remember opening my 
Bible to Philippians 2:3, “Do nothing from rivalry or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves.”  I understand this and want this, 
however, my heart and mind don’t always obey His 
Word. What clarified what I should be doing was the 
very next verse. “Let each of you look not only to 

his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” 
(Philippians 2:4) That was the focus I needed!
 Maybe my issue with selfishness comes as a 
surprise to you since I serve people in Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic each day. The problem is 
sometimes “why” I do what I do. Do I serve because 
it makes me feel important, or because of how much 
it helps others? 
 One day, sitting outside at the park, I came 
across an article on how to have endless happiness.  
I was fascinated. Immediately, all my selfishness 
came back to a higher level, and I began to think 
about me, me, me…until I arrived near the end 
of the article and it shared how greater happiness 

comes from being happy for other 
people. I then made a commitment  
to celebrate others more. 
     Now, at 7:00 a.m. each day, a 
reminder goes off on my phone 

with the question, “Who will you celebrate today?” 
Typically, I would see others and what I needed. 
Now, I see others and how God is working through 
them. It inspired me to celebrate. 
 Who can you celebrate today? Who will you 
celebrate tomorrow? This daily journey becomes 
an endless source of happiness. 1 Peter 3:8 says, 
“Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, 
brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind.” 
Let’s go celebrate! God is at work through us as we 
surrender to Him. 
         ~Tim DeTellis

CELEBRATE OTHERS

  My word for 2015 is celebrate. Thank you for being a part 
of New Missions. Together, we are listening to God because 
He knows what’s best for us, so we humbly seek Him. “Trust 
in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6

Serving together,

Tim DeTellis
timothy@newmissions.org

P. S.  Will you join me in honoring the 
people of Haiti at the Mango Run? 
Visit www.Mango5k.com.

Tim and Sheryl DeTellis in Haiti visiting with their sponsored 
triplets, Manoucheca, Mackendy and Magdala.

WHO WILL YOU 

CELEBRATE TODAY?



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Student Scholarships: Join us in changing lives. 
Together, we can invest in these future leaders with 
the gift of a Christian based education. Let’s not have 
a single child miss out on developing their God-given 
potential. We want to reach out and help more children 
in 2015. You can help by making a one-time gift to our 
Student Scholarship Fund—providing elementary and 
high school education to more students. Thank you for 
giving the gift of education, which leads to empowerment 
through employment. Together, we are making disciples 
because discipleship is the true measurement of success.

Local Employment: When a child attends school, 
local seamstresses are employed to make school 
uniforms. At all of our New Missions schools, a 
uniform is required. This promotes unity and prevents 
students from not having proper clothing for school. 
The elementary students wear a yellow checked top 
and khaki bottoms. The sixth grade students wear a 
white shirt or blouse to signify they are in their last 
year of elementary school. In high school, the students 
wear a pink top and grey bottoms, while seniors wear a 
white top to signify they are last year students.

Shoebox Delivery: Logistics help make the mission 
run. Our first cargo container arrived in Haiti filled with 
shoebox gifts the first week of December—in plenty 
of time for Christmas. We will continue to ship cargo 
containers to Haiti through March, due to our shoebox 
drive ending December 31. We are thankful for each 
child sponsor who sent a shoebox for their child, as well 
as each of you who sent a shoebox to an unsponsored 
child. We are also grateful for the countless volunteers 
who served. In addition, to each school, church, and 
office who hosted shoebox drives, thank you!

Teacher Training: This school year, 374 teachers 
are employed at New Missions. We are thrilled to see 
Haitians serving Haitians and Dominicans serving 
Dominicans. Our high school campus is located on 
the main highway in Haiti, near the town of Leogane. 
Recently, teachers from across the Leogane Plain came 
together for training. We are thankful for the continuing 
education of our teachers—for the purpose of serving 
our school children. Together, we are changing lives, 
because each child matters to God.

SHE DIED I LIVED

EACH CHILD MATTERS

 The day after the historic earthquake in Haiti, I stood 
at the mission and was greeted by one of our security 
guards. He told me Nadage Bertrand had died. I began to 
weep. She was the kindergarten teacher at our Bord-Mer 
school, and was attending nursing school in the town 
of Leogane that afternoon. She was only one year away 
from graduating to be a nurse. 
 Nadage’s best friend, Erlande Charles, decided to 
skip nursing school classes on the day of the earthquake. 
Erlande survived the earthquake and Nadage died when 
the nursing school in Leogane collapsed. 
 Today, Erlande is the nurse at the very school where 
Nadage was the kindergarten teacher. Recently, I sat 
down with Erlande and asked her how she remembers 
Nadage. “She was my best friend and we loved going to 
church together. Nadage inspired me to become a nurse.”
 Both Nadage and Erlande graduated from New 
Missions. Their lives were impacted by the love of Jesus. 
Only God can change a life forever. 
              ~Tim DeTellis 

Erlande Charles, a graduate of New Missions, is now the nurse 
at the school she attended as a child.

Top: Thank you to each child sponsor who loves and cares for the children of New Missions.
Bottom: Remember our teachers in your prayers as they help raise a generation of Christian leaders.

Nadage Bertrand died during the Haiti earthquake while 
attending nursing school in Leogane.

 New Missions has thousands of children enrolled in our schools in Haiti and the Dominican Republic. But, 
each child is a unique gift from God who comes with their own life story. The story of their family, their survival, 
their pain and sorrow, their joy of coming to Christ, having love, and an opportunity for a future.
 In Bombita, in the Dominican Republic, I just showed up one day, unannounced, and asked the teachers and 
children to be with me in the corner of the land. I asked the yardman for a shovel. The children were clutching 
my hands, arms and body, as I prayed that God would give them a school building. Our students had school in 
an open tent for seven years. Until that school was built, these children prayed every day. Building the school 
was giving them an opportunity to talk to Jesus, trust Jesus, and to know Jesus in a personal relationship. Their 
teachers are Christians first, licensed and educated by the country and culture, and the teachers live their dreams 
through the lives of their students.
 Now, coming to their Bombita school campus is exciting and inspiring. We have seen many dreams come 
true. And…there are still children at the Bombita school waiting for a heart like yours to love them. 
                 ~Jeanne DeTellis O'Connor 
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