
NOVEMBER 1, 2016 NEWSLETTER

HURRICANE MATTHEW
 On Tuesday, October 4, 2016, Hurricane Matthew 
hit Haiti as a category 4 massive storm. Your prayers 
mattered! Thankfully, we did not experience any 
loss of life at our New Missions churches and 
schools. Our greatest concern was flooding from the 
Momance River in Brache—which came very close to 
breaking its banks. 
 Charlie and Rachel DeTellis, along with their son, 
Nathan, were in Haiti and based at our high school 
campus in Signeau during the storm, because it sits 
at a higher elevation. Charlie called me about every 
three hours with updates. Our first concern was for 
safety. Repairs and cleanup are still taking place on 
several of our campuses.
 The first full day after the storm hit, village paths 
turned into rivers. Families eventually began to clean 
up the mess. Our pastors and school directors at each 
New Missions Christian Academy campus evaluated 
their buildings so we could reopen schools as soon as 
possible. To the glory of God, we resumed classes on 
October 10, 2016.
 Thank you for standing with us as we faithfully 
serve the people of Haiti. “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1
         ~Tim DeTellis 

All our schools are fully functioning and children are being fed 
and provided medical care as needed.
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 There is a time to go through a storm and a time 
to run from a storm. We need to always evaluate 
the threat to our lives and move forward in wisdom 
and prayer. My father told me, “Put into your head, 
the Leogane Plain could be flooded with 10 feet 
of water.” He was a preacher and he often told me 
something more than once. He added, “This is the 
reason why the Leogane Plain is flat.” Our main 
mission campus is located on the ocean—at the point 
of the Leogane Plain—overlooking the beautiful and 
large bay of La Gonave. The Grand River, also called 
the River Momance, is one mile to our east. Dad also 
told me to evacuate and head to higher ground when 
threatened by large storms. He said,  
“If you wait until it starts raining hard, 
you may not be able to get out.” Our 
high school site is up a three mile gravel 
road along the highway. Its location is 
80 feet higher than our mission along 
the ocean. We have used it as a refuge multiple times 
when in danger of flooding. I don’t like to evacuate, 
but do it when necessary.      
 The mountains of Haiti tend to break up the wind 
from hurricanes. However, heavy rains then bring 
about flash flooding. During Hurricane Matthew, we 
kept watching the riverbank being eroded away by 
swiftly moving water. Over one mile of the main road 
has been eroded right next to the river. The riverbank 
is now extremely fragile. There is only a few feet of 
riverbank left before the river will breach the bank 
and flow directly into our mission. If this storm was 
larger or closer, it would have breached the bank. I 
believe it is only by the mercy of God that the river did 

not breach the bank during this storm. We thank you 
for your prayers. We had very heavy rain for over two 
days. Some trees came down and electric lines were 
damaged. Roof repairs will be needed at two of our 
mountain locations—due to some of the roofing being 
blown off. Two other campuses also need some repairs.
 Matthew 5:45 states, “…He makes His sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
just and on the unjust.” God blesses His people in a 
special way. But, some of the blessings of God fall on 
all. In the same way, we are all subject to trials. We are 
not exempt from the storm just because we are God’s 
children. However, thanks be to God, we have the 

beautiful promise of Romans 8:28,  
“And we know that all things work 
together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are the called according 
to His purpose.” Whatever storm, trial, 
test or hardship we go through, God is 

redeeming it and working it for our good and His glory. 
As believers in Jesus, it is important to be positive in 
life and not negative. We need to always look on the 
bright side—claiming the promises of God. Armed 
with the Word of God, the Holy Spirit empowers each 
of us to weather each storm, no matter if it is Hurricane 
Matthew or something else. We then can move on to 
serve Him with renewed faith. In physical storms we 
may sometimes need to evacuate or run from them. In 
the trials of life we are called to stand our ground in 
God’s power. We cannot be weak. God is our helper. 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1)  Count your blessings...name 
them one by one. ~Charlie DeTellis

TRUSTING GOD IN THE STORM 

CLING TO JESUS.   
HE IS THE SAVIOR  

OF YOUR SOUL.         

 My heart aches for the Haitian people who have suffered loss 
from this recent hurricane. The poorest of the poor usually live 
in shacks—which are built with not much more then sticks. We 
find Haitians can have the purest of Christian faith, because these 
people live the simplest lives. If they can afford to own a Bible, 
they will cherish it. They depend upon God for every single thing. 
Their faith in God is an inspiration to my own life.

Sincerely,

Charlie DeTellis 

P. S.  Let us be thankful for all that we have 
during this Thanksgiving holiday.  Be blessed 
and full of joy.  Happy Thanksgiving!

Rachel and Charlie DeTellis in Haiti.

Middle: Thankfully, there were no reports of loss of life at our New Missions churches and schools.  Bottom left:  Donations to 
our  “Where Needed Most”  fund helps us respond to damage and urgent needs at churches and schools.  Bottom right:  Our post-
earthquake construction survived Hurricane Matthew. Some campuses with older buildings have damage and will require repairs. 



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

We’re Thankful for our Volunteers: Volunteers 
play an integral role in what we do at New Missions. 
Packing shoeboxes, processing sneakers, and reading 
letters from students are all jobs that volunteers help 
with on a regular basis. Families, small groups and 
students come to help us prepare the students’ gifts 
we receive throughout our entire Christmas Shoebox 
Drive. Many hands make the workload lighter. We are 
so grateful for all of the helping hands who make it 
possible to meet the needs of our students in Haiti.

Los Castillos Update: The people in Los Castillos are 
excited because the church is almost finished! The tiles 
will soon be installed, and the parking area will be 
completed shortly thereafter. Church services are still 
being held in a home not too far from our campus—
while waiting for the building to be completed. Many 
talented leaders are already a part of this church, and 
we continue to pray for a pastor. We know God will 
provide the right person in His perfect timing. We are 
very thankful for God’s provision for Los Castillos!

School After the Storm: For the children of New 
Missions, going back to school after Hurricane 
Matthew meant getting dressed in a clean uniform, 
visiting the school nurse (if needed), having a hot meal 
prepared for them, and knowing they are surrounded 
by teachers who love and care for them. Right now,  
you can bless your sponsored child by packing a 
shoebox gift for them. Please include a photo and 
prayer letter. Learn more at shoeboxdrive.com or call 
our office at 407-240-4058. 

SHOEBOX GIFTS NEEDED 

more online at  
newmissions.org

SHOEBOX DRIVE 
Our collection has 
begun and goes until 
December 31. 
For more info visit
NewMissions.org/
shoeboxdrive

COME TO NEW MISSIONS
Come serve alongside our 
leaders —ministering  
to our students and 
families in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti.
NewMissions.org/trips

MEDICAL CLINIC 
Because of your 
generosity, we can 
provide free healthcare 
to our students, families, 
and surrounding villages.
NewMissions.org/medical

Feeding Children: The week prior to Hurricane 
Matthew, our food purchases included 800 sacks of 
rice, 400 sacks of beans, 1,500 gallons of oil, 59 cases 
of dried fish, 30 sacks of garlic, 59 cases of tomato 
paste, and 30 sacks of soap. Annually, we prepare  
over 2 million meals at our schools in Haiti. Your 
giving makes it possible to provide proper nourishment 
to our students —enabling them to learn and grow 
strong. Thank you for helping us say goodbye to 
hunger and hello to hope.

RICE FOR CHILDREN 
Please consider a 
special offering to 
Rice for Children and 
help us feed children.
Find more info at 
NewMissions.org/rice

 In the wake of Hurricane Matthew, the shoebox gifts will 
bless children and their families more than ever. We will 
distribute as many shoeboxes as we receive. They will be given 
through our churches, schools, and New Missions network 
churches across Haiti.
 You can host a packing party at your church, school or 
office. Divide up the shopping list and assign specific items for 
purchase among several people. By doing this, purchases can 
be made in bulk. Together, you can pack shoeboxes as a group. 
Invite people to donate school supplies: pens, pencils, erasers, 
notebooks, and water bottles. Essential hygiene items such 
as soap, deodorant, toothpaste and toothbrushes, along with 
batteries and flashlights are very important, too. Don’t forget 
some fun items—small toys, cars, balls, playing cards, dominos, 
and dolls—which are certain to put a smile on a child’s face.
 You can also pack a shoebox specifically for your sponsored 
child! Or, if you do not have time to pack your own shoebox, 
you can order one online at newmissions.org/shoeboxgiving 
 Thank you for sending your love to the children of Haiti. 
“We love because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:19

      ~Tim DeTellis

Top: Help replenish essential items for children and their families in Haiti by sending shoebox gifts. 
Bottom left: Shoeboxes arrive in Orlando, and then are cased prior to being loaded on a cargo container for shipment to Haiti. 
Bottom middle: We can pack a shoebox on your behalf at newmissions.org/shoeboxgiving to help save you time.
Bottom right: Our shoebox collection runs until December 31, 2016.  Visit shoeboxdrive.com for packing ideas. 
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