
Middle:  Janet Hunt and her sponsored child Rose embrace with joy as they are reunited at our school in Tom Gateau.  
Bottom left:  Katie gave gifts to the children knowing each shoebox would bring smiles and hope to a child and their family.   
Bottom right:  "We love because He first loved us." (1 John 4:19)  Thank you for packing shoeboxes for children in Haiti.
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BIGGER THAN A SHOEBOX
 One of my fondest memories of delivering shoebox 
gifts to children in Haiti is when I was walking up the 
Tom Gateau mountain road. Rain had left the road too 
muddy to pass by way of truck. Pastor Johnny Hunt’s 
wife, Janet, was walking next to me and the mud was 
so thick her flip flops were getting stuck in the mud. 
We were carrying cases of shoeboxes, and students 
were helping by placing the cases on their heads as we 
made our way higher up this steep mountain road.
 We crowded inside the church, and before the 
shoebox gifts were given, the children began to 
sing. Their voices were loud and beautiful as they 
proclaimed, “How great Thou art, how great Thou 
art.” I began to cry as the good news was being 
shouted from the mouths of children. Bible verses 
were quoted from memory and Pastor Joseph Etiene 
led the students in a time of prayer. Seven prayed to 
receive Jesus as their personal Savior.
 Though gifts are precious, bigger than a 
shoebox is the gift of knowing Jesus. With all we 
do: educating, medical care, food, and giving away 
shoeboxes, we proclaim the Gospel. Why? Because, 
only God changes lives forever. 
 Thank you for your generosity in collecting 
shoebox gifts. ~Tim DeTellis 

Pastor Johnny Hunt from First Baptist Woodstock, his wife Janet 
and their grandchildren, Katie and Carson, greet their sponsored 
children in Tom Gateau, Haiti. They are a family on a mission.

 There is a story in the New Testament of a 
woman with a dreadful disease who had suffered 
for 12 years—spending all she had on the medical 
services of her day. Then, she heard that Jesus was 
coming to town. She had an idea. I’m going to touch 
Him. Matthew 9:21 (AMP) says, “For she kept 
saying to herself, If I only touch His garment,  
I shall be restored to health.” Certainly she 
believed that if she could touch Him, there would 
be a change in her condition; a miracle victory…
healing. She knew that her healing was in touching 
Christ, and pressing through the 
multitude...nothing was going to stop 
her. To touch Him was the necessary 
contact for the connection of the 
physical with the supernatural—for a 
miracle to be performed. Imagine if she 
only reached so far, but never touched Him. This 
woman kept persuading herself, talking to herself, 
“If only I touch, if only I touch, if only I touch.”  
 This reminds me of Michelangelo’s famous work 
of art in the Sistine Chapel. Although this fresco 
portrays Adam’s creation, when I think of it and 
the fingers are not touching, it saddens me deeply. 
Imagine people over the centuries trying to touch 
God, but not touching Him. What hopelessness. 
What disappointment.
 I can remember when my late husband Dennis 
traveled to the Dominican Republic to meet me. He 
reached out to me to kiss me, and his lips met mine. 
I can’t imagine stopping before our lips met. There 
was a touch, and we were never the same.

A TOUCH THAT REACHES GOD

© 2016, New Missions ~ P.O. Box 2727, Orlando, FL 32802 ~ 407-240-4058 ~ info@newmissions.org

DRAW NEAR TO GOD 

AND HE WILL DRAW 

NEAR TO YOU.    

P.S. When your finger in the natural touches 
the finger of God, the supernatural enters 
your life. Come close to God, and God will 
come close to you.

 God did not sacrifice His Son for you to be 
frustrated with no connection to a supernatural 
presence in your life. Jesus is waiting for you to 
reach out to Him, and He will touch you. When 
Jesus comes into your life, all is changed. When 
you are in pain, lonely or confused, just keep 
calling His name, and with full assurance, you will 
find Jesus coming close to you in His powerful 
presence of peace. 
 When I am at the mission and my sponsored 
children come to meet me, they don’t stop and leave 

space between us. No! They run into 
my arms and we hug. When we love 
one another, we love God, and our love 
touches His heart. Something beautiful 
happens when you touch.
       I’m not looking for a piece of 

art, but if I were I would want an artist to draw a 
picture of my finger touching the finger of God. 
Then, with that touch, with that connection, I can 
breathe deeply, with rest and assurance that all is 
well with my soul.
 The Bible says in James 4:8, “Come close to 
God (with a contrite, broken heart) and God will 
come close to you.” The responsibility and the 
action to come close to God is for you to respond. 
Do something. Go to church. Get on your knees. 
Read the Bible. Talk to God. Get alone. Go to the 
mountains or the ocean. Come close to God, with 
all that is in your heart, and He will come close to 
you. You’ll touch!  
             ~Jeanne DeTellis

facebook.com/newmissions              instagram.com/newmissions              twitter.com/newmissions

 I thank God for every missionary all over the world 
touching people for God. I thank God for our hundreds of 
Christian teachers in Haiti and the Dominican Republic 
touching thousands of children so they can feel the touch of 
God. I thank God for everyone sponsoring a child—touching 
the heart of God with their love and financial support.

Sincerely,

Jeanne DeTellis  



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

We Love Our Volunteers: Volunteers from Withum 
Audit Tax Advisory arrived at our office ready to roll 
up their sleeves and serve. They carefully checked each 
shoebox to make sure it had plenty of gifts for the child 
who would open it. Their willingness to volunteer for 
two hours resulted in over 35 cases of shoeboxes ready 
to be shipped to Haiti. Thank you for your hard work 
and desire to make a difference! If you are interested in 
organizing a group to volunteer at New Missions please 
contact Molly at molly@newmissions.org

Preschool in the DR: Our preschools in Playa Chiquita 
and Playa Laguna are part of the I Am Hope Club.  
Because public schools in the Dominican Republic do 
not offer preschool, our classes are full every year. In 
addition to providing an education for these students, 
we have the amazing opportunity to teach them about 
Jesus Christ and His love for each of them. We are 
excited to finish the church in Los Castillos so we can 
start having services there, and open another preschool 
to reach more children and their families.

Healthcare in Haiti: In 1983, two nurses with a suitcase 
of medicine under a coconut tree was our first health 
clinic in Haiti. Today, Marie Chantal Philipe, a graduate 
from our class of 1996, now serves as the director of our 
medical clinic and oversees a team of 32 nurses in Haiti. 
One area of education at our clinic is to train enough 
midwives so that each village (where we have churches) 
can provide safe and healthy deliveries. Preaching the 
love of Christ and using medical skills has brought 
quality healthcare to the communities we serve.  

WAITING FOR A SCHOOL

Top: The new school we want to build in Los Castillos will be just like the school here in Bombita, Dominican Republic. 
Bottom left: Revival and evangelistic services this summer served the community of Los Castillos with the good news of the Gospel. 
Bottom middle: Participants on summer mission trips shared God's love with children and families in the Dominican Republic.  
Bottom right: Chalina Dolcine knows Jesus loves her, and a new school will be built for her future growth in Los Castillos.

more online at  
newmissions.org

SHOEBOX DRIVE 
Our collection has 
begun and goes until 
December 31. 
For more info visit
NewMissions.org/
shoeboxdrive

COME TO NEW MISSIONS
Come serve alongside our 
leaders —ministering  
to our students and 
families in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti.
NewMissions.org/trips

MEDICAL CLINIC 
Because of your 
generosity, we can 
provide free healthcare 
to our students, families, 
and surrounding villages.
NewMissions.org/medical

Water Irrigation for Haiti: David Youssi from 
Georgia completed an irrigation project in Haiti with 
New Missions. He used several local Haitian men to 
install a pop-up sprinkler system to water the crops. 
A water pump was placed in the stream—which 
provides water for the two-acre parcel of land next 
to our mission warehouses. This land will serve as a 
test for what we can grow in Haiti. It will also be a 
location where our trade school students can come 
and learn about farming and livestock. We plan to 
sow the crops late fall. 

RICE FOR CHILDREN 
Please consider a 
special offering to 
Rice for Children and 
help us feed children.
Find more info at 
NewMissions.org/rice

 This past summer, in the Dominican Republic, our 
visiting mission teams evangelized door to door in Los 
Castillos—sharing the Gospel and inviting the community 
to attend evangelistic events on the land where our church 
is being built. The question they heard over and over was, 
“Will the church build a school?”   
 When we preach Christ, we are happily fulfilling the 
heartbeat of Jesus. When we open a Christian school on our 
church campus, we have the privilege and opportunity to plant 
the words of Jesus into the hearts of the children, beginning 
at an early age. Education is a strong branch of our mission, 
because it is a Christian education with Christian teachers, 
and the Bible is an important subject in their curriculum.
 The children in Los Castillos are watching other children 
putting on their uniforms and going to school. But, they are 
smiling because they trust that in the year of 2017, they too 
will be putting on their uniforms and going to a beautiful 
school built by God’s people for the community of Los 
Castillos. To God be the honor and glory for His work is 
always on time.  

~Jeanne DeTellis
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