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FILLING SHOEBOXES FOR HAITI
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Top: Sitting with our high school students, Jeanne DeTellis is reminded that shoebox gifts matter to students of all ages. Middle: Christy Dillon 
and Molly Knost hold samples of the pre-paid shoeboxes we pack (age-speci�c) on your behalf. Order them online at shoeboxdrive.com. 
Bottom left: Thank you to the hundreds of volunteers who serve during our Shoebox Drive. Bottom right: Each shoebox counts, because 
each child matters. So plan now to host a packing party at your church, school, or o�ce.

 At the age of eleven, I moved to Haiti and lived in 
a remote village by the sea. While there, I learned a 
great deal about the value of community. I remember 
walking to the shoreline and helping villagers pull in 
the fishing net. This process was a key source of food 
for Haitians—and it wasn’t possible without community. 
 No matter where you live, a strong community 
is essential for life. And yet, togetherness is quickly 
becoming an endangered idea. We often hide behind 
our garage doors and spend our time on back patios 
instead of front porches, away from our neighbors.
 How important is being a good 
neighbor to Jesus? The more I turn the 
pages of the gospels, the more I see Jesus 
helping the hungry, the hurting, and the 
lost. He meets the needs of the human 
heart—whether He was talking with one 
woman at a well, or thousands of people on a hillside. 
Through these different examples, we see how much 
Jesus values being a good neighbor. 
 September 28 is National Good Neighbor Day. 
Becky Mattson of Lakeside, Montana, created this 
special day in 1977. And in 1978, then President of 
the United States, Jimmy Carter, issued Proclamation 
4601: “As our nation struggles to build friendship 
among the peoples of this world, we are mindful 
that the noblest human concern is concern for others. 
Understanding, love, and respect build cohesive 
families and communities. The same bonds cement 
our nation and the nations of the world. For most 
of us, this sense of community is nurtured and 
expressed in our neighborhoods where we give each 
other an opportunity to share and feel part of a larger 

ARE YOU THE GOOD NEIGHBOR?

  Being a good neighbor starts with kindness. Fred Rodgers 
once said, “Imagine what our real neighborhood would be like 
if each of us offered, as a matter of course, just one kind word to 
another person.” We can do this when, like the Good Samaritan, 
we show kindness to our neighbors—even if we don’t see them 
as similar to us. 

Tim DeTellis
timothy@newmissions.org

P.S. Right where we are, may we be 
good neighbors—because good 
neighbors make great neighborhoods.

family… I call upon the people of the United States and 
interested groups and organizations to observe such a 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.”

Recently, I was outside walking my dogs Duke and 
Daisy. Across the street I saw a couple that had just 
finished visiting the construction site of their brand-
new home. They were driving out of their driveway, but 
they shut off their truck and walked across the street 
to see my dogs. We had met before and began to talk. 
Just then, our neighbors Jorge and Marlene came up 
the street and joined us. Next, our neighbor Jill from 

around the corner drove by. She slowed, 
and rolled down her window to say hello 
before continuing on her way. The man 
who had been visiting his new home said, 
“I’m going to enjoy living here. You are all 
such kind neighbors. Why are you so kind 

to one another?” Jorge replied, “It’s because we’re all in 
a Bible study together.”
 Consider the words found in Luke 10:29, “But he 
wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who 
is my neighbor?’” Jesus responded to this question by 
telling the story of the Good Samaritan. A man was left 
hurt, lonely, and hungry on the side of the road. Two 
people passed right by the man, but one person stopped 
to help him—the Good Samaritan. After telling the 
parable, Jesus asked this question in Luke 10:36-37, 
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor 
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The 
expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on 
him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
           ~Tim DeTellis

GOOD NEIGHBORS 
MAKE GREAT 

NEIGHBORHOODS.

I’ve got that feeling of excitement to show the love 
of Jesus in packing a shoebox for my little boy in Haiti. 
Packing a shoebox gives me an opportunity not only to 
show love to my sponsored boy, but to also bless his family.

So…what will you pack inside your shoebox? There 
are many great ideas: school supplies and hygiene items 
including soap, a washcloth, toothpaste and toothbrushes. 
Some of the feedback we receive from parents and kids 
is that they love items for their family. Games such as 
Dominoes are great, because they can play together, 
and deflated soccer balls and dolls are appreciated, too. 
Flashlights with extra batteries and home utensils (spoons 
and forks) are very useful. Water bottles are a big help as 
our students walk to school.

With the sun being strong, a new hat is also a 
comforting gift. I will send clothes for my boy (and 
undergarments), and maybe something special for his 
parents/family. I’m certain moms would like a box of small 
Ziploc bags to hold some food items or spices. And if I find 
a watch and a solar calculator, that will be helpful, too.

I thank God for the reflection of His loving-kindness 
in our sponsors to provide a Christmas shoebox—to 
encourage our children and let them know we love them 
and care for them. ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon



MASSON'S SUMMER PROGRAM 
 Even in Haiti, summer is a time for students to 
have a more relaxed schedule—to cool off in a stream 
or the ocean, and play with friends. We also know 
kids can become bored and get into mischief after a 
while if they don’t have much to do. Pastor Richard 
Gay from our Masson campus recognized the benefit 
of providing a structured time for part of the summer.  
Since 2010, he has led a summer program during the 
months of July and August at his school. This year, 
there were 150 students participating. They arrived at 
8:00 a.m. and left at noon.
 His desire is to help the students academically, 
but he also wants them to have a fun experience. 
Each day they had a devotional, sang songs, prayed, 
and then the teachers taught the students French, 
Spanish, and math. They also had a session of games 
and sports. The reports from both students and 
parents were very positive. We thank God for Pastor 
Richard’s vision and hard work. He has served with 
New Missions since October 1990, and glory to God  
he is continuing on strong! ~Rachel DeTellis

SPONSORSHIP HELPS US ALL

more online at  
newmissions.org

SPONSOR A CHILD 
You can help educate
a child and empower 
them to better their 
tomorrow. Call our office 
at 407-240-4058 or visit 
NewMissions.org/sponsor

NEW MISSIONS PODCAST
Subscribe and listen  
to the New Missions  
Podcast: Helping You  
Live on Mission.  
newmissions.org/podcast

 This summer, we had the opportunity to take our 
high school Christian leadership group on a mission 
trip to Constanza, in the D.R., a farming town located 
high up in the mountains. While we were there, 
we hosted VBS in one of the public schools. What 
a great experience this was for the children who 
attended the VBS, and for our own leadership 
students! The children who attended VBS were so 
excited and wanted to hear more Bible stories. When 
we encouraged them to start going to church, some 
of them said they had already found a church and 
had attended the night before! How wonderful it is 
to see the love of God and the Gospel transforming 
children’s lives!
 This trip not only impacted the children who 
attended the VBS, it also helped our leadership 
students grow spiritually and identify areas in their 
lives that they needed to change or improve. It is 
so encouraging to see our students wanting to lead 
worship, pray, and share in front of children and their 
peers. We look forward to seeing how God will use 
the group this year in our high school to transform 
and shape lives. ~Heather Williams Katz 

All of the children and leadership students thoroughly enjoyed the 
VBS and learned more about God’s love for them.

Pastor Richard Gay at our Masson campus recording attendance  
during the summer program.

Students and sta� participating in the program are happy to be 
engaged and active this summer.

Duandry Arrechedera Martinez, one of the Christian leadership 
students, using his talents to teach the children a new song.

Top: Kate and Gloria are friends for life, and forever changed because child sponsorship made them sisters.   
Bottom left:  Changing the life of a child happens in our classrooms and in our homes, as sponsorship introduces a Christian worldview.
Bottom middle:  Do you see the potential in each child? God does and uses us to help empower children to rise up to become new leaders.   
Bottom right: Gloria began school at New Missions at the age of four; as a new, young, Christian leader, she is planning to study nursing in Haiti.

ORDER A SHOEBOX 
You can now pre-order 
a shoebox gift to  
be sent to your  
sponsor child  
for Christmas.
NewMissions.org/gift

 Kate and Gloria began a relationship by writing and sending 
photographs back and forth when they were only five years old. 
Fast-forward thirteen years, and here they are. Now, both 18, 
and all they have known is they were two girls separated by an 
ocean—living in two different countries.
 Kate learned the power of generosity by giving the gift 
of education and the Gospel to change a heart. Without hope 
in God, we are lost. Both these girls grew spiritually over the 
years, eventually making personal decisions for Jesus to be 
Lord of their lives. Besides education, Gloria also discovered 
consistent nurturing at school through food and medical care.
 Gloria wants to continue her studies to become a nurse. Kate 
wants to study to become a mental health counselor. When I see 
two lives grow through child sponsorship, I can’t help but think 
God orchestrated these two girls to meet—because together,  
He was at work in their lives for His purposes. 
 When I see child sponsorship change my own child’s life, 
then I fall to my knees and weep in praise to God for His power 
to do something that hits home for me in a personal way.  
             ~Tim DeTellis

SAVE THE DATE 
Shoebox Drive is coming 
this fall. Collection dates
are Oct. 1 - Dec. 31.
For more info visit
NewMissions.org/
shoeboxdrive

LEADERS' MISSION TRIP
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 At the age of eleven, I moved to Haiti and lived in 
a remote village by the sea. While there, I learned a 
great deal about the value of community. I remember 
walking to the shoreline and helping villagers pull in 
the fishing net. This process was a key source of food 
for Haitians—and it wasn’t possible without community. 
 No matter where you live, a strong community 
is essential for life. And yet, togetherness is quickly 
becoming an endangered idea. We often hide behind 
our garage doors and spend our time on back patios 
instead of front porches, away from our neighbors.
 How important is being a good 
neighbor to Jesus? The more I turn the 
pages of the gospels, the more I see Jesus 
helping the hungry, the hurting, and the 
lost. He meets the needs of the human 
heart—whether He was talking with one 
woman at a well, or thousands of people on a hillside. 
Through these different examples, we see how much 
Jesus values being a good neighbor. 
 September 28 is National Good Neighbor Day. 
Becky Mattson of Lakeside, Montana, created this 
special day in 1977. And in 1978, then President of 
the United States, Jimmy Carter, issued Proclamation 
4601: “As our nation struggles to build friendship 
among the peoples of this world, we are mindful 
that the noblest human concern is concern for others. 
Understanding, love, and respect build cohesive 
families and communities. The same bonds cement 
our nation and the nations of the world. For most 
of us, this sense of community is nurtured and 
expressed in our neighborhoods where we give each 
other an opportunity to share and feel part of a larger 
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  Being a good neighbor starts with kindness. Fred Rodgers 
once said, “Imagine what our real neighborhood would be like 
if each of us offered, as a matter of course, just one kind word to 
another person.” We can do this when, like the Good Samaritan, 
we show kindness to our neighbors—even if we don’t see them 
as similar to us. 
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family… I call upon the people of the United States and 
interested groups and organizations to observe such a 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.”

Recently, I was outside walking my dogs Duke and 
Daisy. Across the street I saw a couple that had just 
finished visiting the construction site of their brand-
new home. They were driving out of their driveway, but 
they shut off their truck and walked across the street 
to see my dogs. We had met before and began to talk. 
Just then, our neighbors Jorge and Marlene came up 
the street and joined us. Next, our neighbor Jill from 

around the corner drove by. She slowed, 
and rolled down her window to say hello 
before continuing on her way. The man 
who had been visiting his new home said, 
“I’m going to enjoy living here. You are all 
such kind neighbors. Why are you so kind 

to one another?” Jorge replied, “It’s because we’re all in 
a Bible study together.”
 Consider the words found in Luke 10:29, “But he 
wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who 
is my neighbor?’” Jesus responded to this question by 
telling the story of the Good Samaritan. A man was left 
hurt, lonely, and hungry on the side of the road. Two 
people passed right by the man, but one person stopped 
to help him—the Good Samaritan. After telling the 
parable, Jesus asked this question in Luke 10:36-37, 
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor 
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The 
expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on 
him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
           ~Tim DeTellis
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