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 A steeple is something that began to be built on 
churches as early as the empire of Constantine in 
the 300s after Christ. Steeples were built as high as 
possible—typically with a cross on top—making it 
higher than any other building in town. Today, in 
many villages and cities across the world, the steeple 
on a church still towers above any other building.
 Are we still sending the message to come back to 
the cross, to look to God? How high is the steeple in 
my life? How am I looking to God and how is my life 
a steeple to lift Jesus higher and to point others to look 
to Jesus?
 Are any of you going through a 
time of suffering? Are you in need of 
a miracle? In this world we do have 
sufferings, and at times it’s for a season. 
But, we also have miracles! We need to 
have faith and turn it over to God.  
 While we are suffering, God is still 
at work. How do we accept and surrender to God’s 
sovereignty—knowing He has a plan for our lives? 
God hears our prayers, cries, and groanings—then He 
answers in His own time and His way. At times, He just 
gives His sufficient grace to endure and keep going.
 Let me tell you a story of a man who now lives 
in the Boston area, and how he learned to survive his 
tragic sufferings from steeple to steeple.
 This young boy, Andrew, lived during the time 
of Hitler. Andrew lived an idyllic life with his father, 
mother, and younger brother. His father owned a 
lumberyard in town, as well as their own home. Life 
was good. Then, Hitler started blasting in the streets. 
He took their home, and led his family with bayonets 

STEEPLE TO STEEPLE

  My steeple is 75 years old, and my life is in His hands. 
Though life has not always been easy—spending over thirty years 
on the mission field, and grieving the loss of two spouses—God 
never left my side. He continues to guide and direct my path.  
On August 5, 2017, I married Ted Loudon in Lancing, MI.  
We look forward to serving the Lord together through missions.

Sincerely,

Jeanne DeTellis Loudon

P.S.  Steeple to Steeple: Andrew survived 
the concentration camps. After the 
liberation, he went home to find his 
father and brother. God is faithful.

"IT IS GOD WHO ARMS ME  

WITH STRENGTH AND  

MAKES MY WAY PERFECT."  

PSALM 18:32

to the concentration camps. His mother and other 
relatives were murdered upon arrival. But Andrew 
remained with his father and brother.
 One day, the prisoners were given orders to march 
in the freezing cold. As they were marching, Andrew 
became separated from his father and brother. Andrew 
was alone. He could not bear the suffering. He tried to 
muffle his cries of, “Papi, Tibi (his brother).”  
 Andrew remembered what his father told him the 
day they arrived at the concentration camps: “Keep 
yourself clean and don’t get sick. Act with integrity 
and honor. Whoever lives through this inferno—go 

home and wait for each other.” Home 
represents heaven. The inferno is the 
suffering of life. We are all pilgrims 
on life’s journey. When we get home, 
we’ll wait for our loved ones, as well.
     Andrew could not bear to walk 
in the freezing cold with his heart 

broken from isolation from his family. A fellow 
prisoner said to Andrew, “See that steeple? Just keep 
your eyes on that steeple and reach there…and then 
the next steeple…and the next.” For Andrew, he 
learned a new tune, “Steeple to steeple!”
 You can’t live in this cold world in isolation from 
Jesus Christ. Today, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and be warmed by His love, His promising presence 
and strength to endure the cold sufferings of life.
 I’m going home some day, after this life with its 
joys and its seasons of sufferings, and then I’ll wait for 
my family. But until then, I’m pushing up my steeple 
as high as I can to point others to Jesus.     
                        ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon
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SHOEBOX DRIVE

We are thankful to announce shoebox gifts will go even further 
this year, as we reach the island of LaGonâve.

 The road was so steep that we hired 
motorcycles to carry cases of shoeboxes higher 
than we could hike with such a heavy load. I 
was in Haiti with a visiting mission team in the 
mountains of Tom Gateau surrounded by children. 
Inside our church we began to give away shoebox 
gifts. I knelt down next to a boy and asked him 
in Haitian Creole if I could help him open his 
shoebox gift. His reply surprised me. “No. My 
grandmother told me to bring the shoebox home 
unopened.” When I asked why, his reply was, 
“We want to open it together because there are so 
many good and beautiful things inside.” 
 We are going further than ever before 
this year with our shoebox drive. We will be 
delivering gifts to the island of LaGonâve—
where our 30th church in Haiti is located. Please 
join us in delivering love and essential items to 
families in even more remote parts of Haiti. Most 
importantly, the Gospel message will be shared.
 There’s plenty of time to participate! Our 
shoebox drive runs from October 1 through 
December 31. Find packing ideas at  
www.shoeboxdrive.com. Together, we love 
because He first loved us. 
               ~Tim DeTellis



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

More Fifth Birthdays: During this year, 689 of our 
students will celebrate their fifth birthdays. We rejoice 
with each of these students as they reach this milestone 
of surviving life in the Third World. During the 
summer, our visiting teams traveled to 12 of our New 
Missions Christian Academy campuses to host fifth 
birthday parties. Our time with these children included 
singing, sharing the Gospel message, and playing 
soccer. The girls enjoyed having their nails painted, and 
we had fun blowing up balloons and giving the children 
slices of birthday cake.

High School in the DR: Our high school at Colegio 
Nueva Vida is growing! This year, we have many more 
students studying in our high school classes—including 
some students who finished their elementary grades at 
our schools in Bombita and Redemption Village. We 
are starting a leadership training program for our high 
school students this year, to develop and train more 
Christian youth leaders. Please pray for our high school 
teachers and administrators as they teach our students 
their educational classes, as well as the importance of 
living for Christ.

Haitian Missionaries: This summer, 185 Haitians 
are being sent from our churches in Haiti—traveling 
all across their country on mission trips. Haitians 
ministering to other Haitians represents one of our core 
values: making disciples. We like to say it this way: 
Together, we are making disciples because discipleship 
is the true measurement of success. During their visits, 
they will be handing out shoebox gifts. The greatest part 
of our mission is the spiritual work—taking place as the 
Gospel message of Jesus Christ changes lives forever.
 

SPONSOR REUNION 

more online at  
newmissions.org

COME TO NEW MISSIONS
Come serve alongside our 
leaders —ministering  
to our students and 
families in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti.
NewMissions.org/trips

LOS CASTILLOS SCHOOL 
Join us in funding the 
construction of a  
new school in the  
Dominican Republic.
NewMissions.org/
LosCastillos

Summer Volunteers: Throughout the summer months, 
we have had countless volunteer groups serve at New 
Missions. Their projects have ranged from packing 
shoeboxes to helping with mailings. Recently, a group 
of students from Kernan Boulevard Baptist Church 
in Jacksonville, Florida, came and helped us organize 
donations, fill water bottles with school supplies, and 
unpack items for shoeboxes. For the past three summers 
they have made a trip to Orlando to serve for a full 
Saturday. It has been a blessing to have students come 
back each year and willingly serve with joyful hearts.

 Traveling to Haiti as a family, Brian and Karin, along 
with their son and daughter Zach and Abby, were beyond 
excited to know they would meet their two sponsor children 
Berline and Louvenson. They packed all the previous letters 
and photographs received from their children in Haiti to 
express appreciation for all of the correspondence.
 “For Karin and I, we were so encouraged to see our 
sponsor children face to face, and to see how New Missions 
is such a reputable organization in Haiti. Whenever you 
give to an organization, there’s always the question, ‘What 
kind of impact will you make?’ We feel fantastic about 
New Missions, and I can say we are making a life-changing 
impact.” ~Brian Taggart
 Their sponsored boy, Louvenson, told us how he began 
to follow Jesus as his Savior following the Haiti earthquake 
in 2010, and then decided he wanted to become an engineer 
when he graduates. Thank you to each child sponsor who 
believes in the God-given potential of their student at New 
Missions. ~Tim DeTellis 

Top: Louvenson Doirin wants to be an engineer, and decided to follow Jesus after the Haiti earthquake.  
Bottom left:  Meeting your sponsored child equals quality time to enjoy a game of Dominoes together.  
Middle:  Congratulations to Brian, Karin, Zach, and Abby Taggart on your sponsor family reunion with Berline Cange.  
Bottom right:  Arriving with past letters and photos brought joy as they reflected on stories of lives changed.

SAVE THE DATE 
Shoebox Drive is coming 
this fall. Collection dates
are Oct. 1 - Dec. 31.
For more info visit
NewMissions.org/
shoeboxdrive

THIRD WORLD IMPACT
Host a table at your  
church and help  
families in Haiti and  
the Dominican Republic  
by finding child sponsors.  
NewMissions.org/impact

Since 1983, New Missions has 
been establishing local churches 

and Christian schools in Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic—

providing children with a 
Christian education, food, and 

medical care—so they can grow 
strong and make an impact in 

their community.

THE LOCAL CHURCH

EDUCATION
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FOOD
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