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BACK TO SCHOOL

Because of each child sponsor, we are able to serve children 
and their families with education and the best gift—the Gospel 
message of Jesus Christ.

Middle: Yaguel Nerat, graduate from the class of 2005, is now the school director and pastor at New Missions Christian Academy in 
Neply, where he attended school. Bottom left: Please remember our school teachers in your prayers, as they are on the front row of 
seeing lives changed. Bottom right: Graduates of New Missions are now doctors, pastors, engineers, teachers and business owners.
This is the next generation of Christian leaders in Haiti!

 When I find myself talking with a student at 
New Missions Christian Academy, I enjoy asking 
about their family and faith. One of the questions I 
ask is, “Who do you live with?” Too often students 
are from single parent homes, and our role is to 
help be a support to their parent as they are raising 
a child in the Third World.
 The question about faith can be fascinating. 
Recently, a student told me she could not accept 
Jesus as her personal Savior because her mother 
practices Voodoo and she would not approve 
of that kind of decision. I quickly called for the 
school principal who is also the pastor of the local 
church. He came and sat down with me and this 
student to talk about how following Jesus is a 
personal choice.
 Many parents have told me they decided to 
follow Jesus because their child first made Jesus 
Lord of their life. Here at New Missions, we are 
part of a spiritual work. It’s bigger than education, 
food, and medical care. It’s about Jesus changing 
the life of a child forever. Going back to school 
means we are sharing the love of Jesus with every 
child each day. “For from Him and through Him 
and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory 
forever!” Romans 11:36    
                ~Tim DeTellis
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 The most famous wrestling match in the history 
of the world was between Jacob and “the angel of 
the Lord,” as told in the book of Genesis. Jacob was 
the younger twin son of Isaac and Rebecca. Jacob 
had tricked Esau out of his birthright as the firstborn. 
Then, with the help of his mother, Jacob lied to his 
father Isaac, and deceived him into thinking he was 
Esau. So, Isaac mistakenly prayed a blessing over 
him instead of Esau. Blessings in the days of the 
patriarchs were more than well-wishing. They were 
a form of prophecy. When Esau came home from 
hunting, he and his father realized they had been 
deceived. Esau promised to kill 
Jacob as soon as his aging father was 
dead. When Rebecca heard Esau’s 
threat, she sent Jacob far away to go 
live with her brother Laban in the 
land of Haran. Rebecca never saw 
her son Jacob again.
 When Jacob met his cousin Rachel, he fell in 
love with her. Jacob agreed to work for Uncle Laban 
for seven years in order to have Rachel as his wife. 
There was a wedding late at night. Disguised as 
Rachel, behind the veil of clothes, was her older 
sister, Leah. The next morning the truth was revealed. 
Jacob worked seven more years for Rachel, and 
Uncle Laban gave Jacob both daughters as his wives. 
Jacob reaped what he had sown. He was deceived 
into believing that one daughter was the other—the 
same deception he played on his father. Jacob then 
agreed to work six additional years for Uncle Laban 
in exchange for all of the brown sheep and speckled 

THE BLESSING

  Like Jacob, we need to wrestle and refuse to let go of God 
until He blesses us. It pleased God when Jacob said, “I will not 
let you go unless You bless me;” In response to Jacob’s refusal 
and declaration that he would not let go of God until He blessed 
him, God gave Jacob a new name, a new relationship, and a new 
blessing. Jacob became Israel, “...for you have struggled with 
God and men and have prevailed.” Genesis 32:28

  

George DeTellis, Jr.

P.S.  The secret is Jacob refused to let 
go of God.  Hold on to the promises of 
God until He blesses you!

WILL YOU WRESTLE  
WITH GOD UNTIL  
HE BLESSES YOU?

goats in the herds. After twenty years of hiding,  
God put it on Jacob’s heart to go home to the 
Promised Land of his father Isaac, and grandfather 
Abraham. Jacob packed up his wives, children and 
herds of animals and started a caravan for the long 
journey home to Canaan.  
 On the way home, Jacob was told that Esau was 
coming to meet him with 400 men. Struck with 
fear, Jacob divided his family into two groups and 
sent them ahead to cross the river Jabbok. “Then 
Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him 
until the breaking of day. Now when he saw that he 

did not prevail against Jacob, He 
touched the socket of his hip; and 
the socket of Jacob’s hip was out of 
joint as He wrestled with him. And 
He said, ‘Let Me go, for the day 
breaks.’  But Jacob said, ‘I will not 
let you go unless You bless me!’” 

(Genesis 32:24) This was Jacob’s all night prayer 
meeting. Jacob repented of all he had done. Life’s 
circumstances had reduced Jacob to helplessness.  
He was desperately crying out to God in prayer. It was 
God who brought Jacob to this point of no return. It 
was God who was wrestling with Jacob; wrestling for 
control. We are all like Jacob—trying to manipulate 
God into giving us His physical blessings. It is only 
when we are broken and surrender to His will that He 
can bless us spiritually. There is power in repentance. 
After Jacob repented of what he had done in the 
natural, then God blessed him with a supernatural 
blessing and a new name. ~George DeTellis, Jr.



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Kindergarten Graduation: Hope is on the rise! 
We celebrated our kindergarten graduates at each 
of our New Missions Christian Academy campuses. 
Parents and teachers gathered to watch these little ones 
walk down the center aisle with their anchor of hope 
necklace—commemorating their accomplishments. 
These kindergarten graduates represent an upcoming 
generation of Christian leaders. We celebrate these 
young graduates as they reach this milestone of thriving 
in the Third World. Together, we are seeing lives 
changed, because each child matters to God.

DR Mission Teams: This summer, our mission teams 
in the Dominican Republic were able to accomplish a 
lot! With their help, we hosted basketball and softball 
tournaments, a lunch of appreciation for all of our 
employees, Vacation Bible School in multiple locations, 
and many other outreach activities. Additionally, most 
of our students received fluoride treatments and dental 
screenings. Many people accepted Christ as their 
Savior during our outreach events, and many seeds 
were planted. We are very thankful to all of the teams 
who came this summer and for all of their hard work!

Churches in Haiti: Over the past seven years, we have 
built 16 new churches in Haiti...to the Glory of God. 
In a country where Voodoo is still practiced, the local 
church becomes the greatest force for good in villages 
and communities. Our Leogane church just received 
a brand new roof—including all new pressure treated 
trusses. A fresh coat of paint will complete this remodel 
on one of our original churches—established in the 
1980s. Thank you for your prayers on behalf of our 
church leadership serving in Haiti. 

DEFENDER OF WIDOWS 

more online at  
newmissions.org

COME TO NEW MISSIONS
Come serve alongside our 
leaders —ministering  
to our students and 
families in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti.
NewMissions.org/trips

LOS CASTILLOS SCHOOL 
Join us in funding the 
construction of a  
new school in the  
Dominican Republic.
NewMissions.org/
LosCastillos

Haiti Mission Teams: People from Ebenezer Baptist 
Church (NC), The Crossing Church (NV), Buffalo 
Baptist Church (VA), and The Grove Baptist Church 
(MS) went on a “trip of a lifetime” to Haiti earlier 
this year. During their time in Haiti, they were able to 
help build school desks and benches, deliver medical 
supplies to our clinic, make salvation bracelets with the 
locals, and share the Gospel. We are grateful for the 
sacrifice and service of our mission teams. Through 
them, we are sharing God’s love, spreading the Gospel, 
and seeing God change lives forever.

 In Psalm 68:5, God’s stance toward widows and the 
destitute hints at how He wants His people to treat them:  
“A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in 
His holy dwelling.” Vesta and Felicia are two widows who 
live in the Bord-Mer community near the mission. Both of 
these ladies are older now, but worked for many years serving 
lunch in our school kitchen.
 The mission built a house in the village for Vesta and 
continues helping her, as her grandson—her sole relative—is 
the only person assisting her. We have also employed her 
grandson as a way of helping her. In Lassale, a woman lost 
her husband to a fishing accident. She was left with several 
children suffering from malnutrition, and her house was a 
dilapidated shack. A visiting team built her a small, simple 
home. We enrolled her children in our schools, and employed 
her as a cook in Lassale. Madame Emmanuel, a pastor’s wife, 
lost her husband tragically and was left with a family to raise. 
She has a job cooking for the high school students. The list 
goes on and on. We want to always be on the lookout to do 
more for the widows in our community.   
       ~Rachel DeTellis 

Top: Lassale widows are blessed with ministry time and food distribution.  Bottom left:  Vesta Jean is a former cook at Bord-Mer and is 
a faithful church member.  Middle left:  Felicia was one of the earliest employees at New Missions.  Middle right:  Rachelle cooks for the 
students at our school in Lassale.  Bottom right:  Madame Emmanuel joyfully serves as a cook for our high school students. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Shoebox Drive is coming 
this fall. Collection dates
are Oct. 1 - Dec. 31.
For more info visit
NewMissions.org/
shoeboxdrive

THIRD WORLD IMPACT
Host a table at your  
church and help  
families in Haiti and  
the Dominican Republic  
by finding child sponsors.  
NewMissions.org/impact

Since 1983, New Missions has 
been establishing local churches 

and Christian schools in Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic—

providing children with a 
Christian education, food, and 

medical care—so they can grow 
strong and make an impact in 

their community.
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