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Middle: The celebration of believer's baptism in Haiti is a day of coming together to rejoice. 
Bottom left: Jeanne and Ted Loudon had the privilege of witnessing this special occasion.  
Bottom right: Lives are being changed forever because of the power of the Gospel.

 My husband Ted and I spent a week with Charlie and 
Rachel DeTellis, mission directors in Haiti, along with 
a mission team from First Baptist Woodstock, Georgia. 
One of the team members spoke at a mid-week service 
at the Bire church and gave an invitation. Two young 
women responded to the call of salvation after hearing 
an amazing testimony and the Good News. Later that 
week, while walking on the mission grounds toward 
the ocean, we saw believers from our Bire church—
including one of the young women who had just prayed 
to accept Jesus as her Savior—preparing for baptism. 
How our hearts rejoiced watching her be baptized. Four 
others were baptized with her.  
 A decision to be baptized in Haiti is a serious, 
carefully thought out determination to follow Jesus. I am 
grateful for the first memories of baptismal services on 
the oceanfront, when the mission was first started in the 
1980’s. A former missionary, Betty Ellis, was pushing 
her feet on the foot press of the treadle sewing machine, 
making white robes as quickly as possible. Young 
teenagers were ready to take this step—even if they were 
to encounter opposition and alienation from family. I 
remember their courage and their fear (especially the 
daughter of a Voodoo priest), and thank God that those 
first baptized in the ‘80s are still following Jesus. “No, 
no, mwe pap tounnin (No, no, I won’t turn back).  
       ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon

Pastor Jean Panel Louis from our church in Bire, Haiti, 
hosted a baptism service in Bord-Mer.

HAITI BAPTISMAL EVENT

 My grandfather, Charlie DiPietro, was born May 30, 
1918, in Readville, Massachusetts. Shortly afterwards, 
his parents bought a 100-acre farm in West Boylston. 
My grandparents moved to Cambridge during World 
War II where he found work. Just across the Charles 
River bridge, they attended Boston Christian Assembly.
 A woman in the church, Francis Deluca, was 
the leader of a committee to visit the poor and sick 
members of the church. My grandparents were 
members of this committee called “Willing Workers.” 
In 1948, the committee gathered at Boston Christian 
Assembly for a prayer meeting. At that meeting, 
Francis Deluca began to share the burden for a camp 
for children. Then, Mary Poulos, a 
member of the group laid hands on my 
grandparents and began to prophesy 
over them as leaders of this new camp. 
My grandfather was just 30 years old in 
1948. The group began to meet and pray 
weekly for this new children s̓ camp. 
They started to look for a piece of land that could be 
purchased, and they started to save money by tithing 
their weekly wages. They went to look at an old 
farmhouse in Maynard that was for sale for $10,000. 
After looking at this property my grandfather visited 
his mother in West Boylston and began to share with 
her their vision for a children s̓ camp. She told them 
how she had written to the headquarters of the church 
denomination, Christian Church of North America, 
and offered to donate some of her farmland. But the 
denomination never wrote her back. She said she 
would donate the land to them, instead, to help start 
a children s̓ camp. The four acres was comprised of 
two open fields in the middle of a wooded area. On 

A TRIBUTE TO CHARLIE DIPIETRO ON HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY

  Will you pick up the mantle of your calling? Some people 
shrug off the burden, and say “no” to the calling—because 
they can count the cost and don t̓ want to make the personal 
sacrifice. Like Elisha, to pick up the mantle of your calling, 
you will have to pick up the weight of the burden and the 
responsibility to do the work that comes with the ministry.

  
George DeTellis, Jr.
george@newmissions.org

P.S. "So he found Elisha who was 
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen.  
Then Elijah passed by him and threw 
his mantle on him."  I Kings 19:19

WILL YOU PICK UP  
THE MANTLE OF  
YOUR CALLING?

Sunday, October 24, 1948, a groundbreaking service 
was held to dedicate the land for a children s̓ ministry.  
Over the next decade a camp was incorporated, and my 
grandfather also started his own factory in Cambridge, 
called General Plating Company.  
 When I think of my grandfather starting this 
children s̓ ministry I think of Elisha picking up the 
mantle of Elijah. In I Kings 19:19, Scripture tells us that 
the prophet found Elisha plowing in his father s̓ field 
and threw his mantle upon him. Elisha wasn t̓ thinking 
about being a prophet and a preacher. He was a farmer 
and he was out plowing his field. My grandfather wasn t̓ 
thinking about starting a children s̓ ministry. He was 

working to support his young family. But 
the mantle was thrown upon him. Like 
Elisha he picked up the mantle. To pick 
up the mantle of your calling is to pick up 
the burden. The mantle is a burden. Who 
will pick up the burden, the responsibility, 
the calling? Will you pick up the mantle 

of your calling? When we take on the heart of God, we 
take on His burdens for a person, a people, or a place. 
If you have a calling for a children s̓ ministry then you 
will have a burden for those children. 
 My grandfather s̓ factory in Cambridge is gone. The 
business was sold in 1976 and my grandfather retired 
when he was just 58 years old due to health issues. 
Soon the new owner went bankrupt. Later, the building 
was torn down to build a convenience store. But, 
Camp Woodhaven still exists and thrives today! Every 
summer hundreds of children will hear the Gospel. At 
100 years old my grandfather s̓ legacy lives on. Charlie 
DiPietro accepted the mantle, the responsibility, and he 
loved the work. ~George DeTellis, Jr.



SHOEBOX DRIVE 2018

WRITING TO YOUR CHILD
 I can’t tell you how many times I’ve seen a New 
Missions student show up for a sponsor visit holding 
a photo or letter in his hand from their sponsor. 
And more than likely the student didn’t have a nice 
refrigerator to display it on, but safely kept it stashed 
away in a bag or box. Sometimes it can be difficult 
to know what to communicate with a sponsor child 
because your life experiences differ greatly. Some 
younger students may not have traveled beyond a  
10-15 mile radius of their home. However, you can be 
assured that your letters, photos, and especially your 
prayers will make a difference.
 Besides telling your sponsor child about your 
life, I have found that one great way to have “written 
conversation” with someone you don’t know from a 
different culture, is to ask plenty of questions. Most 
Haitian students lead very simple lives. Asking 
questions such as: how family members make a living, 
what they plant in their garden, what animals they own, 
what chores they perform, what their church or school 
will be doing for holidays, where they would like to 
travel in Haiti, how they are doing in school, and what 
their aspirations are will give you insight to understand, 
inspire, and pray for your child. ~Rachel DeTellis

LORD, HERE I AM

more online at  
newmissions.org

SPONSOR A CHILD 
You can help educate
a child and empower 
them to better their 
tomorrow. Call our office 
at 407-240-4058 or visit 
NewMissions.org/sponsor

Top: Our Bible college graduates are surrendering their lives to ministry.
Bottom left: Bible college graduation is a milestone...a true accomplishment.
Bottom right: Our vision will outlast us as new Christian leaders rise up.

SAVE THE DATE 
Shoebox Drive is coming 
this fall. Collection dates
are Oct. 1 - Dec. 31.
For more info visit
NewMissions.org/
shoeboxdrive

RICE FOR CHILDREN 
Please consider a 
special offering to 
Rice for Children and 
help us feed children.
Find more info at 
NewMissions.org/rice

DRILLING WELLS
Water is essential for 
life. Children need a 
clean source of water. 
Please pray with us  
and consider helping us 
drill more wells. 
NewMissions.org/wells

 What would be the ultimate hope and prayer for our 
graduates? May they pray: “Here I am Lord, use me.” With the 
breeze blowing through the New Missions church in Signeau, 
Haiti, graduates from our Bible college began their processional 
line dressed in their caps and gowns. Family and friends 
gathered to celebrate this milestone of an accomplishment.
 In a country where Voodoo is still prominent, the truth 
and hope found in knowing Jesus is shining brighter than ever. 
Today, we rejoice knowing each student in our high school 
began school with New Missions when they were preschool  
or kindergarten age. 
 My father, Pastor George, began our Bible college in Haiti 
with the purpose to equip the next generation to serve the local 
church and missions across Haiti. Today, we have graduates 
from our Bible college serving across the island of Hispaniola in 
roles such as pastors, mission directors, and church planters.
 Pastor Joseph Elifete Eliane who serves at our New 
Missions church in TiBoukan, was one of those graduates. 
Today, he leads a church and New Missions Christian Academy. 
We see Haiti as a country on the rise, and at the center of it are 
these new Christian leaders. ~Tim DeTellisThank you for writing to your sponsored child and sending 

prayers of encouragement.

Your letters become the most prized possessions for the children.

 It’s hard to believe that it is already July! The 2018 
Christmas Shoebox Drive is quickly approaching, 
and we have some exciting news to share. This year, 
we are starting something new. We have added the 
option to pack shoeboxes for infants and toddlers up 
to two years of age. These boxes will be used to bless 
the children that come to the New Missions medical 
clinic. Items such as bottles, onesies, baby toys, and 
baby shampoo may also be put into these shoeboxes. 
If you would like, you can include other small gifts 
that will bless the baby and their mom. Being able to 
give a shoebox gift to the young children who come 
to our clinic will be an incentive for mothers to bring 
their babies to our medical clinic. 
 We are so thankful for your faithful involvement 
in the Christmas Shoebox Drive for the past decade. 
Each shoebox that is given makes a difference in 
the life of a child. Every year our students and their 
families wait with anticipation for the cargo containers 
filled with gifts. This year the Christmas Shoebox 
Drive will be from Oct. 1 – Dec. 31. Please save the 
date and begin collecting items to put in your shoebox.  
          ~Molly Knost 

Plan now to pack shoebox gifts for our students and babies:  
October 1 through December 31.

Your love and prayers matter so much to our students during 
the Shoebox Drive.
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