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SENIOR GRADUATES

Djenie Fils-Aime (on right) says, “I am the only one, and the first 
one in my family to finish high school. I love New Missions.”

 The director of our high school, Anislus Jean Gasnel, 
invited us to meet with the graduating class of 2019.  
Students can attend school at New Missions for up to 16 
years: two years of preschool, one year of kindergarten, 
six years of elementary, and seven years of high school. 
This year, we have 96 students graduating. Their life 
stories combined could make an amazing, inspirational 
book that would reveal their determination, sacrifice, and 
endurance…with a few miracles along the way. 
 One student who shared her story with us is Djenie 
Fils-Aime (sponsored by Gregory and Teresa Henady).  
Djenie began her education with New Missions in 
preschool. Her heart is grateful as she remembers her 
journey to faith in Jesus, when she heard the Good News 
of His saving love for her during a school chapel service. 
Djenie was baptized when she was 12 years old. Not only 
has she grown physically and academically, but she has 
also grown spiritually. 
 Djenie is a worship leader in her church and is now 
competing at concerts with other singers. She has a 
dream to become a nurse. Her words of thanks continue 
as she says, “I am the only one, and the first one in my 
family to finish high school. I love New Missions.”
        ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon

Middle: Jeanne DeTellis Loudon taught our cooks in Haiti to make homemade cookies, and they surprised our senior class with some 
tasty treats. Bottom: Congratulations to the Class of 2019—a new generation of Christian leaders is on the rise.
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 Do you know anyone who is suffering? Some 
people have asked, “Is God good? Is He powerful?  
Does He exist?” Since sin came into the world through 
Adam and Eve, there is suffering.  
 When Jesus was on earth, not only did He have 
days of miracles but He had days of suffering. The 
enemy was after His mind and body—scheming to 
defeat and destroy Him. The apostles had days of 
victories, but also days of suffering—even being 
executed by excruciating painful methods. But never 
could their suffering exclude the presence of a Father 
of mercy and grace. God is present…watching over us 
in the good times for sure—but we most 
definitely cling, and lean, and feel Him 
during our times of suffering.  
 Lately, my mother seems to be 
saying something over and over: “I can’t 
understand why he is suffering,” when speaking of 
my father, Charles DiPietro. Dad has an autoimmune 
disorder. For the past nine months, it has been 
destroying his skin with breakouts of boils, ulcers, and 
blisters—leaving part of his body skinless. Medicinal 
ointments are applied, but there has been little relief 
from the pain. Just when it appears some of the sores 
are healing, new blisters appear on his arms, legs, 
back...and just about everywhere. Why? Why this 
suffering? And yet I see my heavenly Father of grace 
and mercy watching over my dad. The whole family 
and village loves him, visits him, and brings him 
favorite foods (some even use supermarket delivery 
service). When I am giving him personal care, his 
heart is expressing gratitude as he thanks me and 
prays blessings over me and our family.  

HIS GRACE IS MORE THAN ENOUGH

  My father turned 101 on the thirtieth of May. Mother has 
had a miracle healing from high blood pressure; she is on no 
medication and loves to take care of Dad—including looking after 
him at night, and feeding him with food and the Word. They are 
a remarkable example of the marriage vow “in sickness and in 
health.” Their 80th wedding anniversary will be June 25, 2019.

Sincerely,

Jeanne DeTellis Loudon

P.S. Death and life are in God’s hands, but 
our eternal destination is in our hands—by 
confessing Jesus as Lord of our life. 

OH, FOR GRACE  
TO TRUST HIM MORE!

 I know my father is living each day in victory by 
God’s grace. His unheard prayer is similar to how Job 
felt in Job 13:15, “Though He slay me, YET will I trust 
Him.” Dad is not walking much, and their family room 
now holds a hospital bed. He is still very social, and 
when he is not napping, I hear him praying out loud—
and the room vibrates with a divine presence—much 
like one of the world’s greatest cathedrals.
 During this season of life for my father, there 
are caregivers coming in and out of their home on 
a regular basis. Medically speaking, my dad needs 
to be in a nursing home. We are proud and stubborn 

Italians, and we three sisters are in 
unity—wanting dad happy at home until 
he takes his last breath on earth and 
sees Jesus. Dad would prefer one of us 
to be there 24/7 for him. I tried to ease 

his adjustment to strangers coming and going to care 
for him. “Dad, God is going to be sending people 
in and out of your home and you are going to have 
an opportunity to show them Jesus.” Yes, God can 
help you to preach louder and with more conviction 
when you are suffering…sharing your lot in life with 
humanity. Oh, for grace to trust Him more.
 Perhaps you may be suffering or you share the 
sufferings of humanity in hearing the world news. 
Suffering is part of being human. But when the 
spiritual interacts in our suffering, our God lifts us 
above our suffering. Our suffering is not in vain. My 
parents still believe for a miraculous healing with a 
sweet surrender to trust…though He slay me. We are 
so grateful for such marvelous grace given to us by our 
loving Father. ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon



STUDENTS HELPING STUDENTS

A TEAM'S MINISTRY
 In April, nine out of the ten team members from 
Oxford Baptist Church in Conover, NC, were first 
timers to Haiti. They came with great excitement and 
a desire to serve. On Sunday, while riding on the back 
of the flatbed truck after church in Calitor, I heard 
someone say, “I love this. I’m coming back next year.” 
It’s beautiful to see lives touched and changed—
Haitians and Americans! 
 The team helped with village ministry, shoebox 
and sneaker distribution, VBS and bench painting. It 
is a new experience for many to go house-to-house 
sharing the Gospel. We visited homes in Croix de Per, 
where Voodoo is still strong, and found folks ready 
to listen but not to accept Jesus as their Savior. As we 
were about to leave, one young Christian lady pleaded 
with us to pray at her home because she sensed intense 
spiritual oppression. We prayed God’s peace and 
victory over her life. All team members took turns 
talking and praying. Some never imagined they could 
do something like this on their mission journey. God 
always uses your trip to Haiti to inspire both you and 
the Haitians. ~Rachel DeTellis
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 The adolescent years can be filled with many 
challenges, as teenagers search to discover their own 
identities. One way we are helping teens find their 
purpose in life is by giving them opportunities to 
help others. This year, we started a student mentoring 
program for our Leaders for Christ students. Each 
student mentors a younger student from our school in 
Redemption—who is having trouble in their classes.  
How wonderful it is to see older students helping 
these younger students! The children who are being 
mentored are always asking when their big brother or 
sister is going to come back to their school.
 The teenagers help the students outside the 
classroom, too. Every Saturday, Laira Padilla, who is 
also in the Leaders for Christ group, sits with Yoselin 
and Yocairy Nolasco to help them memorize their 
Bible verses for the children’s Bible class. Because of 
her help, the girls were able to say their Bible verses 
and earn enough points to go on a special trip to Santo 
Domingo with some other children in the class! We 
are hoping to be able to expand the mentoring program 
next year so that more of our high school students can 
be involved. ~Heather Williams Katz 

Leaders for Christ student Gregorio J. Vasquez helps fourth grade 
student Ariel Román Mercedes with a math worksheet. 

Thank you Oxford Baptist Church for sending a team to come 
alongside our church and school in Calitor, Haiti.

Visiting teams hand out shoebox gifts and celebrate more fifth 
birthday parties—blessing the lives of children.

Laira Padilla sits with sisters Yoselin and Yocairy Rosa Nolasco 
every Saturday and helps them memorize their Bible verses.

Top: At the center of all we do is the local church, and the greatest gift we can share is Jesus.  Bottom left:  Thank you Pastor Johnny Hunt 
from First Baptist Church Woodstock in helping to build two churches in Haiti: Tom Gateau and Decouze.  Bottom right: Join us in prayer 
for the funding to build three more churches to serve families in Flon, Darbonne Chateau, and Vieux Court.

GIVE SNEAKERS 
Our Give Sneakers 
campaign runs through 
June 30, and we welcome 
your involvement in 
collecting sneakers  
for students.
NewMissions.org/sneakers

 In Haiti and the Dominican Republic, our local churches 
are the gathering places for worship and Bible teaching. 
Back in 1983, we arrived in Haiti on Thursday, January 6. 
Then on Sunday, January 9—our first Sunday—church began 
under coconut trees with a banner hanging that read: Haiti, 
Hope in God. Church is a priority.
 Recently, I was speaking at Journey Christian Fellowship 
in Quinton, Virginia. I shared with the congregation that 
their church was bigger than big! Why? Because too often 
we measure a church by the number of people sitting in 
the building. However, the local church spreads beyond our 
calculations. The church is bigger than big!
 Here at New Missions, the local church is the center of 
all we do. Weekly, we witness to over 7,000 people across 
our 35 church campuses. However, the number we cannot 
measure are the people scattered around the world from 
France to Canada, Belize to the United States—who have 
moved away from the small village church where they found 
a personal relationship with Jesus. 
 Let’s keep the local church a priority, because gathering 
together is when church happens. ~Tim DeTellis 
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