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FAMILY REUNIONS

"And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest 
of these is love." (1 Corinthians 13:13)  Love speaks every language.

Middle: Pastor Johnny Hunt from First Baptist Woodstock with his sponsored child, Rose, when they met for the first time.   
Bottom left:  Together, we love because He first loved us. Each child matters to God and they matter to us, too.   
Bottom right: Janet Hunt with Rose who is now finishing her first year of high school—thanks to the blessing of sponsorship.

 The excitement of a family reunion can include 
introducing a new member of the family, such as a 
child born in the past year. With all the technology 
today, there is still nothing quite like seeing and 
touching a loved one.
 Many of our sponsors have written and prayed 
for their sponsored child, and have exchanged 
photos. But deep inside, their desire is to see their 
child. Over and over, I have witnessed a sponsor 
meeting their child for the first time in Haiti or in 
the Dominican Republic. Our mission knows and 
appreciates the impact in the life of the child—feeling 
and receiving love and affection from their sponsor.  
 I love to see the hands of the sponsor holding 
the hands of their child. It is a love that ripples to 
the family and community. We were created to love 
and to be loved. Seeing your sponsored child is one 
expression of that love.
 Please know we encourage your face to face 
visit with your sponsored child. We believe in your 
mission to be the impact to see a life changed for 
God, family and community. Most of all, this blessing 
of love boomerangs right back to us, and we are loved 
and encouraged in our child-sponsor relationship. 
               ~Jeanne DeTellis
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 Time is not a replaceable commodity. You can go 
earn more money, but you cannot go earn more time. 
Love is best spelled: t-i-m-e. You know what it feels 
like to be in the room with others and still be lonely. 
When it comes to kids, they know when someone 
is really “with them.” More than ever, with mobile 
technology, it’s harder to capture their attention, 
too. We need to be intentional about spending time 
together with those we love. Specifically, our kids 
won’t forget the effort we make to be with them.
 On a Friday morning I departed Orlando for 
Atlanta, for a weekend full of events. Originally,  
I was scheduled to fly to Nashville to meet up with 
my son (who is in college), as we’d planned for him 
to join me for my weekend speaking 
engagements and to celebrate his 
birthday, too. Unfortunately, he got 
sick and was not going to be able to 
travel with me. I knew I had to do 
whatever it was going to take to see 
Luc. So, around noon on Saturday, 
I began the four-hour drive to see my son. I picked 
him up around 4:00 p.m. and we were able to go out 
for dinner and celebrate his birthday. But, of utmost 
importance was just seeing him and giving him a big 
hug. While he felt only a bit better, the face to face 
time was just what we needed. We said our goodbyes 
around 8:00 p.m. and I finally arrived at my hotel 
in Anderson, SC, at 2:30 a.m. Some would think 
that ten hours of driving was too much just to share 
dinner together, but as a dad, I was willing to do 
whatever it took to see my son.

BEING A DAD 

  Our Heavenly Father desires time with us, too. Are we 
too busy checking on other people’s status on social media or 
watching shows of people acting out lives that are not even 
real? May we pause and honor our Father who art in heaven 
with our prayers and praise today. “Now to our God and 
Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen.” Philippians 4:20  

Serving together,

Tim DeTellis
timothy@newmissions.org

P.S. If you would like to sponsor a child without  
a father, simply call our office at 407-240-4058  
or email info@newmissions.org.

Tim and Sheryl DeTellis in Haiti visiting with their sponsored 
triplets, Manoucheca, Mackendy and Magdala.

 Being a parent is a blessing. Being a dad is  
a gift. “Children are a gift from the Lord; they are  
a reward from Him.” Psalm 127:3 (NLT) Today,  
I want to encourage dads to be their child’s greatest 
fans. See their God-given potential. I pray you take 
your fatherhood a step further and seek to serve 
those who are fatherless. For most of my adult life, 
I have reflected on the purpose and meaning of this 
Scripture, “A father to the fatherless, a defender of 
widows, is God in His holy dwelling.” (Psalm 68:5) 
Due to our mission, we are uniquely placed in the  
role of being a father to the fatherless. 
 A home without a father is a place where there is 
a missing piece of leadership both for the home and 

for the heart. Spiritual leadership is 
needed in the lives of our children.  
My heart breaks for single parent 
homes, and I pray God sends other 
Godly, spiritual leaders to pour into 
the lives of the children of those 
homes. God uses us to be advocates  

of truth and hope for children without dads. 
 I leave you with a reflection of my father.  
My earliest memory with my father is walking 
together in the garden with him and picking string 
beans at our home on Campground Road in West 
Boylston, Massachusetts. We lived there until I was 
five years old. Dads, are you walking with your 
children? Spending time together with them?  
Please do. Time together matters.
           ~Tim DeTellis

BEING A PARENT IS  
A BLESSING. BEING  

A DAD IS A GIFT.



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Geography Week: Our students at Colegio Nueva 
Vida in the DR recently participated in “Geography 
Week.” During this time, the students learned about 
the need to protect the rivers, lakes, and natural 
surroundings in their country. Each class prepared 
and presented a project that highlighted different 
problematic areas in their country, along with ways to 
better care for the land. As part of their education, we 
are teaching our students to love and care for the earth 
that God created for us to use and enjoy.

Equipping Pastors: Our pastors and local churches 
are at the center of serving communities. When we 
arrived in Haiti in 1983 and established our first church, 
we hung a banner between two coconut trees that read, 
Haiti: Esperance en Dieu (Haiti hope in God). The only 
life-giving answers for our world today come from a 
personal relationship with Jesus. All of our pastors in 
Haiti were given a French Scofield Study Bible. Thank 
you for remembering our pastors in your prayers—as 
they serve as messengers of hope. 

Writing Changes Lives: Each of our schools have 
translators who serve children and sponsors as they 
correspond back and forth. The joy of reading a letter 
from your child living in a third world country is 
encouraging beyond words. Many of these translators 
grew up as a student in our schools. They learned 
English at New Missions and now serve children 
rising up as the next generation of Christian leaders. 
Change does not happen overnight—it happens with 
consistency over time. 

THIRD WORLD IMPACT DAY 

more online at  
newmissions.org

COME TO NEW MISSIONS
Come serve alongside our 
leaders —ministering  
to our students and 
families in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti.
NewMissions.org/trips

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Did you miss the 34th 
birthday of New Missions? 
We are celebrating all 
year long. Watch a special 
story from Jeanne DeTellis. 
NewMissions.org/birthday

Pray for Teams: This summer, teams will travel to 
Haiti and the Dominican Republic to serve alongside 
our churches and schools. Join us in prayer for these 
individuals representing churches from across the United 
States. Vacation Bible School programs will be hosted at 
our schools during the summer months to deliver some 
fun and Gospel outreach. Each team serves a special 
part, with evangelistic efforts to proclaim the Good 
News of the Gospel. Together, we are preaching the 
Gospel because only God changes lives forever.

 Here at New Missions, we are seeing how sponsorship 
changes the lives of children as we give them the gift of 
education—enabling them to escape poverty both physically  
and spiritually. 
 You may know Haiti as the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere—where Voodoo is still very prevalent and 
practiced today. Recently, I was told of a Haitian taking public 
transportation to the capital city of Port-au-Prince. He sat next 
to a woman who was transporting child body parts for a Voodoo 
sacrifice. He jumped off and tried getting the police to help. 
Sadly, the police said they could do nothing. This is horrific and 
is happening in a country just 700 miles off the Florida coast!
 As we welcome young children into our schools, we 
intercept them from the darkness that still permeates their 
country and replace it with the light of truth: Jesus. We must 
push forward with greater passion and urgency—sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to change lives forever.
 Right now, children are being enrolled to start school  
this fall. You can help us find a sponsor for these students by 
hosting a “Third World Impact Day” at your church. It’s easy. 
Simply email info@newmissions.org or call us at 407-240-4058. 
Let’s continue to make a much needed impact. ~Tim DeTellis 

Top: Haiti is still too close to ignore. With your help, we can give these precious children the gift of education and the love of Jesus.  
Bottom left:  Education leads the way for employment, as children rise up to become new leaders for Haiti.  
Bottom middle:  At the center of all we do is the Gospel. Our students have Bible class daily at their schools.   
Bottom right:  Thank you for joining us in hosting a Third World Impact Day at your church—helping children find a sponsor.

GIVE SNEAKERS 
Collect new sneakers 
at your church or school 
between April 1 and 
June 30. Bring comfort 
and style to the feet  
of our students.
NewMissions.org/sneakers

THIRD WORLD IMPACT
Host a table at your  
church and help  
families in Haiti and  
the Dominican Republic  
by finding child sponsors.  
NewMissions.org/impact

For over 30 years, New Missions 
has been establishing local 

churches and Christian schools 
in Haiti and the Dominican 

Republic—providing children 
with a Christian education, 
food, and medical care—so 

they can grow strong and make 
an impact in their community.

THE LOCAL CHURCH

EDUCATION

MEDICAL CARE

FOOD
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