
MAY 1, 2019 NEWSLETTER

SNEAKERS FOR HAITIANS

Jeanne DeTellis Loudon visited the village of Lassale and 
blessed these two sisters with new sneakers.

 I’ve seen our Haitian children walk to school carrying 
their shoes, and then wash their feet before putting 
their shoes on to enter the school. I’ve heard of some 
morning students sharing the same shoes with a sibling 
or neighbor who goes to an afternoon school. And I have 
also witnessed children walking barefoot every day on 
gravel/stone or muddy roads—most likely full of bacteria 
from the lack of sanitation in their villages. Children 
walking barefoot can get cuts, infections, hookworms and 
roundworms—leading to further illnesses.  
 During the cholera outbreak, not one of our students 
contacted this deadly disease because of aggressive 
education and the provision of soap and water. Why are 
children still barefooted? It’s not their fault. Many parents 
don’t have work in a country with a constant 85 percent 
unemployment rate. Some parents do have minimum 
paying jobs earning about $5 a day. With that pay, they 
would need $21 to buy a pair of shoes for a 10-year-old 
child. We have close to 10,000 students, and we would 
love to give each one a pair of new shoes every year. 
 I ask that you prayerfully consider buying sneakers to 
help cover the feet of our students. What a joy it will be 
to go from village to village, and from school to school 
in Haiti—seeing children wearing their new sneakers. 
Thank you! ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon

Middle: We are thankful for our volunteers who help sort and pack sneakers for Haiti.
Bottom left: Congratulations to South Church in Lansing, Michigan, for collecting 628 pairs of sneakers.
Bottom right: With your help, we hope to cover more feet with new pairs of sneakers. Visit GiveSneakers.com to participate.
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 Do you live a distracted life? I know I do. More 
than ever I’m finding my schedule can pull me in 
many directions, and my attention is being tugged 
at nonstop. For 2019, the average time people spend 
on social media daily is 116 minutes. From cloud 
based video services to TV on demand with endless 
channels, there are more distractions than ever. I 
remember in college I had a goal to own 100 CDs 
and now with streaming music, our music libraries 
are greater than the time we have to listen to what’s 
available. With all this tug of attention, I am finding 
a greater need to pause, focus, and pray. Psalm 46:10 
makes it clear to “Be still, and know that I 
am God! I will be honored by every nation. 
I will be honored throughout the world.” 
How am I honoring God with my time?
 I confess, I am not being still enough. 
However, prayer is helping me be less distracted and 
pay attention to God and listen to the needs of others. 
Since January of this year, I have made “prayer” my 
word for the year. Little did I know how it would 
impact those close to me.
 It was 9:09 p.m. and my phone received a text 
message from a pastor friend. “I’m at the hospital and 
I have some issues with my heart; they are admitting 
me for a stress test because my EKG showed some 
issues relating to the mechanical firing of my heart. I 
covet your prayers.” Immediately, I paused and prayed 
for my dear friend. The next morning I texted him 
saying that I was praying for him at that very moment.

THE DISTRACTED LIFE

  We can take comfort knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes on 
our behalf. “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For 
we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.” 
Romans 8:26

Tim DeTellis
timothy@newmissions.org

P.S. Prayer leads us to trust God 
with our specifics, so He can do 
the supernatural.
 

 Surrendering to God my prayers for my friend,  
I began to trust in faith for God to meet him at his 
point of need. Waiting and trusting is hard. In those 
long pause moments God is at work and we wait to see 
all He is up to. Then two days later he texted me an 
update: “Everything looked good on the test. Thanks 
for the prayers. I really appreciate it.” I replied: 
“GLORY!!!!! Thank you Jesus!”
 As I write this, I am in a season of extra prayer for 
my wife—as she is searching for a new job. At home, 
I have a prayer chair where I go to focus my heart and 
mind. One evening, I sat down and began to pray for 

my wife. Tears began to flow. My heart was 
overwhelmed. Then I sensed a comforting 
response from the Lord: “I already have 
it figured out.” I wanted to know even 
more so I prayed harder, asking for clarity 

and hoping to hear a plan revealed. But nothing. Just 
another comforting whisper: “I already have it figured 
out.” We can rejoice because He already knows what 
we cannot see. We don’t need to know it all, we just 
need to focus on Him.
 Prayer is the tool God uses in my life to help 
me slow down and focus on Him. Psalm 91:14-15 
says, “Because he has focused his love on me, I will 
deliver him. I will protect him because he knows my 
name. When he calls out to me, I will answer him. I 
will be with him in his distress. I will deliver him, and 
I will honor him.” Dear Lord, help me be focused on 
You through prayer, because You matter most.  
           ~Tim DeTellis

BE STILL AND  
KNOW….

Tim DeTellis speaking at Central Life Church in Cocoa, Fla.



PREACHING IN THE DR

TEACHER CERTIFICATION
 Haiti’s Department of Education does not have 
laws governing education certification for teachers. In 
the early days of the mission we employed those we 
could find in the area. At our schools we only want to 
use certified teachers. The Department of Education 
is working with us to provide training and testing to 
certify the ones who are already teaching.
 In April, we had two days of training for all of 
our 265 elementary teachers. The response from the 
teachers regarding the value of the seminars has been 
overwhelmingly positive. Those who are already 
certified are thankful for the refresher courses, and 
those seeking certification feel very blessed—as many 
have already been teaching for years, have families 
and other responsibilities, and are unable to return to 
school to get this certification on their own.
 The teachers left the seminars feeling that their 
“tools” for teaching had been sharpened. They covered 
topics like lesson preparation and presentation, as well 
as evaluation of learning. Equipping our teachers and 
school directors not only blesses them, but also each 
and every student. ~Rachel DeTellis
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 Mark 16:15 instructs us to “Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to all creation.” Our church in 
Bombita is certainly obeying that command. Recently, 
Pastor Nicolas Santos, along with pastors from other 
churches in the area, hosted an outdoor evangelistic 
service in Bombita. Pastor Nicolas meets with these 
pastors monthly and they plan evangelistic services in 
different areas each month. There were 13 churches 
represented at this very special service, including 
members from our three other Spanish churches.
 Days before the service, pastors and church 
members started praying. They began to evangelize 
in the area and invite people to the service. As Pastor 
Nicolas says, “There are some people who won’t come 
to church, so we will go to them.” The service began 
with powerful praise and worship, as everyone raised 
their voices under the stars. The pastor who shared the 
message spoke in Spanish and Haitian Creole, so that 
everyone there could understand. Praise the Lord…two 
Haitians who live in Bombita accepted Christ as their 
Savior that night! We praise God for the work He is 
doing in and through our church in Bombita!  
     ~Heather Williams Katz 

Pedro Peralta and Pastor Nicolas Santos praying with one of the 
men who accepted Christ during the service.

The process of changing the life of each child in our schools 
begins with our teachers.

Our teachers received certification during a special seminar 
hosted at our Signeau campus.

Our Dominican and Haitian brothers and sisters listening to the 
Gospel being preached at the outdoor evangelistic service.

Top: Student Leadership Team includes Isabela Martinez Pita, Duandry Jose Arrechedera Martinez, and Laira Daniela Padilla Lagombra.  
Bottom left:  Weekly chapel services share hope and Biblical truth with our students. 
Bottom middle:  The Christian Student Leadership Team   
Bottom right: George DeTellis and Mario Hernandez speaking at Friday chapel services.

GIVE SNEAKERS 
Our Give Sneakers 
campaign runs through 
June 30, and we welcome 
your involvement in 
collecting sneakers  
for students.
NewMissions.org/sneakers

 I recently had the privilege to share a message at the Friday 
chapel services at Colegio Nueva Vida in Sosua, Dominican 
Republic. Mario Hernandez, one of our high school teachers, 
translated my English into Spanish for the students. My message 
to the students was that they have a Father in heaven who loves 
them. He has prepared a great inheritance for them. But only 
they can say yes to their inheritance. We do have the right to 
refuse our inheritance. The choice is up to us.
 There are 20 teenagers who are members of the Christian 
Student Leadership team at Colegio Nueva Vida. Led by Heather 
Williams Katz, these students are responsible for directing the 
Friday chapel services at school. There is a worship team that 
prepares all of the music, and a team of actors who perform a 
weekly skit. We have a diverse student population at Colegio 
Nueva Vida. To name a few, there are Chinese, Russian, German, 
Italian, Haitian, and Dominican children who attend our school. 
Most of them do not come from a Christian background. Faith in 
a God who loves them is a foreign concept. Through the work of 
the school and the Christian faculty, we are sharing our faith and 
the Gospel with this new generation of leaders. We are thankful 
for the staff and missionaries who are changing the lives of 
children in the Dominican Republic. ~George DeTellis, Jr. 
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