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Middle: Matine Bellevus and her three children are thankful for the gift of education.  Bottom left: Fils Germane, a graduate from 
the class of 1992, now has her children attending our schools.  Bottom middle: Thanks for praying for Ridena and her two children 
Ridalen and Thirst.  Bottom right: Remember Lorvenia and her two children Mickaella and Mitchlord in your prayers.

 When carrying out mission work, we often seek 
long-term solutions to help the people we serve. Spiritual 
darkness. Poverty. Illiteracy. Unemployment. Disease. 
Since 1983, we have pursued Christ-centric solutions to 
these big problems facing the poorest of the poor in the 
Western Hemisphere.
 Right now, we have nearly 2,000 students without 
sponsors. The children who need us so much are those 
without fathers present in their home. God has sent us  
to stand in the gap.
 I once sat across the room from Pastor Rick Warren. 
As we went around the room introducing ourselves I 
said, “My name is Tim DeTellis and I serve with New 
Missions.” Pastor Rick spoke up and said, “And you 
know what it looks like to be the father to the fatherless.” 
His comment was encouraging—but it applies to each of 
us. Who has God sent us to serve?
 “A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, 
is God in His holy dwelling.” (Psalm 68:5) May we 
stop and ponder how we can serve these mothers and 
their families. Because of you, we can continue to 
help children grow out of poverty and step away from 
illiteracy, find employment, conquer sickness, and find 
new life in Christ. While not everyone may choose to 
sponsor a child, we have established the “Life of a Child” 
fund—to provide the resources necessary to continue 
caring for these unsponsored children. Your gift of any 
amount will make a difference. ~Tim DeTellis 

Pray for Edeline and her two children Cleff and Vaneichla.
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 For as long as I can remember, my mother has 
been known as a “mother to many” besides her own 
children. She even introduces other people as her sons 
and daughters. I am honored to share my mom with the 
world. More importantly, I am grateful for how many 
love my mom, too.
 This month, Mother’s Day marks our calendar in 
the United States. Personally, I wanted to take this 
moment to highlight my top five favorite life lessons 
I learned from my mother (the co-founder of New 
Missions). Up close, I have seen her live out some life 
principles I want to share with you today.
 Principle #1 - Surrender your life. Thank you, 
Mom, for role modeling for me what it looks like to 
surrender to your calling. I will never 
forget the day I was in Haiti with you 
sitting under the mango tree at our 
Missions Training Center. We had just 
finished sharing a time of devotions with 
the visiting team and a young man asked 
you a question: “Jeanne, when was it that you made the 
commitment to surrender to missions?” Your response 
was astounding. You replied, “This morning! I did not 
want to wake up, but I rose in an act of surrender to my 
God today. Use me now!” Mom, you have shown me 
how your life is not your own as you have surrendered 
to God’s call upon you. 
 Principle #2 - Suck it up. This advice was told 
to me from another missionary who asked my mother 
for help. As a couple, they were serving overseas and 
having some struggles in their work. The wife met with 
my mom to ask for some tips on how to navigate the 
challenges of missionary living. Mom summed it up in 
three words: “Suck it up!” If circumstances got hard, 

LESSONS FROM MOM

  How can you honor your mom this month? “Honor your 
father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the 
Lord your God is giving you.” (Exodus 20:12) I hope and pray you 
find some quality time to share with your mom. If she is no longer 
with you, I hope you take a moment and reflect upon how she 
impacted your life. Moms are truly a gift from God.

Serving together,

Tim DeTellis
timothy@newmissions.org

P.S. Join us in coming alongside single 
moms, by stepping into their lives with 
the gift of sponsorship for their children. 
Visit newmissions.org/moms

Tim and Sheryl DeTellis in Haiti visiting with their sponsored 
triplets, Manoucheca, Mackendy and Magdala.

mom would find a stubborn hope to persevere. I pray 
God helps me find this same deep level of strength  
and courage daily. 
 Principle #3 - Love with food. Ever since I can 
remember, I recall my mother using food to love 
others. Our very first Christmas in Haiti my mother 
made homemade donuts. She would hand me the 
donuts to run and give away to the children who 
walked in front of the mission. Now, my neighbors are 
experiencing this when they come over to my home. 
They nicknamed me the “food pusher,” as I’m always 
offering something else to eat.
 Principle #4 - You have to say goodbye to say 
hello again. When I was a teenager living in Haiti, 

mom taught me this Haitian proverb:  
You have to say goodbye to say hello 
again. Little did I know life’s journeys 
would be filled with many goodbyes. 
These hard moments of transition and 
letting go are comforted in the fact that 

one day there will be a reunion again. 
 Principle #5 - Live generously. As a young boy, 
we lived in the church my father was pastoring in 
Worcester, MA, for five years. Finally, we moved out 
of the church and into an old Victorian-style home. 
Then, within two short years, mom walked away from 
that house to move into a tent on the Leogane Plain 
of Haiti—where my parents founded New Missions. 
Mom, thank you for living generously. You walked 
away from so much to share faith, hope, and love with 
others—that is only found in knowing Jesus.
 Thanks, Mom, for being a mom to many and still 
role modeling these life principles. May our lives make 
an impact for eternity’s sake. ~Tim DeTellis

YOU HAVE TO  
SAY GOODBYE TO  

SAY HELLO AGAIN.



HOPE FOR LITTLE KIDS

CLASSROOM DESKS
 “Game changer” may not be a word one normally 
uses to describe a school desk or bench, but in Haiti 
it really is! “Made in Haiti” (not Made in China) is 
what should be printed on our classroom desks. Every 
desk is 100% Haitian made. The lumber is purchased 
in Port au Prince, and then the desks are fabricated 
at our Bord-Mer workshop by local carpenters. The 
desks used in our schools are strengthening families 
and the community through employment, but of course 
they are also changing the lives of the individuals who 
use them each day at school. Their classes are math, 
Creole, French, science, and social studies. Each day 
includes prayer and a devotion, as well as raising the 
Haitian flag in the schoolyard. Soccer and jump rope 
are often played during the childrens’ mid-morning 
break. By then, the food is cooked and classes take 
turns having their lunch break. Each week the student 
body meets together for chapel where the children 
sing and hear the Word of God. Many of the students 
attending our schools would not otherwise have the 
opportunity to consistently attend school. Their lives 
are being transformed by hearing the truth of the 
Gospel and developing their minds through education.  
      ~Rachel DeTellis

Thank you for giving to the I Am Hope Club.

We are changing lives because each child matters to God.

 At our preschools in the Dominican Republic, 
every school day starts with praying, singing Christian 
songs, and reading Bible stories. The children follow 
a routine each day and learn to socialize with other 
children, share, obey, and respect their elders and 
others. These important lessons help prepare them 
to be successful in school and in their lives. Most 
importantly, they are being taught about God and His 
love for each one of them. Every Monday, the children 
have a chapel service and many of the children run 
to their teachers, begging them to let them pray or 
sing a song during the service. Their enthusiasm for 
praying and worshiping God continues at home. The 
children are taught that they should pray first thing 
in the morning, before they eat, and before they go to 
bed at night. One of our preschool directors, Xiomara 
Peralta, says many parents tell her that their children 
pray at home just how they have been taught at school. 
How encouraging to know that these children are 
learning the fundamentals of education that will help 
them succeed in school, and are also learning strong 
Christian values and forming good habits.  
     ~Heather Williams Katz 

TEACHERS TEACHING JESUS

more online at  
newmissions.org

PLANNING VBS 
Will your church host a 
summer VBS program? 
There are several ways you 
can partner with us and 
make missions part of your 
Vacation Bible School. 
NewMissions.org/VBS

Top: Teachers from our Concrab Elementary School love Jesus.
Bottom left: Students help lead worship during our school chapel services.
Bottom middle: Ninth grader, Duandry Arrechedera Martínez, shared during chapel service in Bombita, Dominican Republic.
Bottom right: Preschool students from our New Missions Christian Academy in Neply, Haiti, are new leaders on the rise.

GIVE SNEAKERS 
Our Give Sneakers 
campaign will run from 
April 1 - June 30 and  
we welcome your 
involvement in collecting 
sneakers for students.
NewMissions.org/sneakers

RICE FOR CHILDREN 
Please consider a 
special offering to 
Rice for Children and 
help us feed children.
Find more info at 
NewMissions.org/rice

DRILLING WELLS
Water is essential for 
life. Children need a 
clean source of water. 
Please pray with us  
and consider helping us 
drill more wells. 
NewMissions.org/wells

 The focus and priority of New Missions is to preach the 
Gospel. In that context, we often find ourselves in ministries 
such as education and healthcare—to express the full Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Education is one of our most successful 
means to see children come to hear and to know Jesus as 
their Savior. Children develop a loving relationship with 
their teachers. Our teachers were once hungry children who 
responded to God. Now, they teach with dedicated love and 
passionate purpose to reach the next generation.  
 What happens in school is life-changing! Recently, our 
Dominican Republic director told me a story of one of our 
students participating in a lesson on honesty. The Bible 
clearly teaches “do not steal.” The boy confided to his teacher 
that his parents asked him to steal a pair of shoes. Because 
this boy is experiencing love and truth in his Christian school, 
a foundation is being built for him to have a successful future, 
and morality to be blessed and be a blessing.
 Thank you for your love and passion to see miracles 
multiplied in the lives of children—one child at a time.  
               ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon

Employing Haitians to build desks supports the local economy.

Classroom desks are 100% made at our mission in Haiti.
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