
APRIL 1,  2019 NEWSLETTER

THE SWEET SMELL  
OF GOOD FOOD

Annually, we prepare two million meals to provide proper 
nutrition for our school children.

I love my bread maker. The sweet smell of oatmeal 
bread made with pure maple syrup and Amish butter 
has a lingering aroma. In contrast, preparing two million 
meals a year for our ever rising student enrollment in 
Haiti has serious economic restraints. Sometimes we are 
able to purchase a salted fish along with tomato sauce 
to compliment the cornmeal cooked with beans. My 
favorite cook of over 30 years, Sister Ann, knows how to 
make the best rice and beans with her secret ingredient 
of a few whole cloves.  

When the children arrive at school, they love to walk 
by the kitchen to smell the delicious aroma of the food 
being prepared for their lunch. Then, they can relax, 
focus, listen and learn. We have 56 “Mommas” who 
cook for New Missions. I was inspired, and I hope I was 
inspiring to them, as I met with our cooks in January…
and I plan to meet with them again soon. I hope to gift 
each cook with the biggest, strongest, stainless steel 
cooking spoon. And I want them to walk to work with 
their spoon, head held high—as proud as any lawyer 
carrying a briefcase. These “Mommas” are changing the 
world each day, by loving and feeding God’s children, 
and enabling a healthy future in Haiti. 
       ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon

Middle: Our warehouses are logistically central for deliveries and transporting food to each school campus. 
Bottom left: Charlie DeTellis reviews the inventory of a food delivery, where monthly nearly $30,000 is spent on food. 
Bottom right: Our school cooks gathered for a special seminar with Jeanne DeTellis at our Signeau High School campus in Haiti.

 During the weeks leading up to Easter, we naturally 
reflect upon the death and resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior. Personally, it’s a time when I reexamine my 
own faith and commitment to God.  
 The crucifixion of Jesus is recorded in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. Three years prior, Jesus even 
prophesied His own death to His disciples in Mark 8:31. 
“He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that He 
must be killed and after three days rise again.”
 Jesus’ death on the cross is vitally important 
because without it, we would have no 
hope of forgiveness or eternal life. Jesus 
paid the debt of our sins upon the cross, 
though He was sinless. He was the 
perfect sacrifice for our sins. Romans 5:8 
tells us, “But God demonstrates His own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.” We no longer need to live with guilt and 
shame. We need to walk in newness of life. “Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17    
 In the last moment before He died Jesus said, “It is 
finished! Father, into your hands I commit my Spirit.” 
Jesus acknowledges that He completed His work. He 
knew His mission was to give His life as a sacrifice 
to redeem mankind. As Jesus took His last breath, 
the earth shook, and the temple curtain was torn. The 
graves of the saints opened—as their bodies were 
raised from the dead.

 After His death, the following details are described 
in Matthew 27: “As evening approached, there came 
a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had 
himself become a disciple of Jesus. Going to Pilate, 
he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it 
be given to him. Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new tomb 
that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in 
front of the entrance to the tomb and went away.”
 However, of equal importance is the resurrection 
of Christ—as this proved Jesus indeed was the Son 
of God—conquering death and the grave. The death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ is 
the foundation of the Christian faith. 
We no longer need to fear death. In 
John 11:25-26 Jesus said, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in Me, though he die, yet shall 

he live, and everyone who lives and believes in Me 
shall never die.”
 Our greatest hope is that we also will rise again 
from the dead. My dad always said the day he went to 
glory would be his greatest day. This is promised to us 
in John 5:28-29: “Do not be amazed at this, for a time 
is coming when all who are in their graves will hear 
His voice and come out—those who have done what is 
good will rise to live, and those who have done what is 
evil will rise to be condemned.”
 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope.” Romans 15:13  
                          ~Charlie DeTellis

OUR GREATEST HOPE 

WHILE WE WERE 
STILL SINNERS, 

CHRIST DIED FOR US.         

 Easter thrusts us from the cross to hope through the 
empty tomb. We have eternal life because God triumphed 
over death and the grave. “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16

Sincerely,

Charlie DeTellis 

P. S.  Jesus paid it all; All to Him I 
owe. Sin had left a crimson stain; 
He washed it white as snow.  

Rachel and Charlie DeTellis in Haiti.



DR WOMEN'S HEALTH EVENT 

SAME GOAL, DIFFERENT WAYS
 In February, two teams joined together to serve in 
our schools. Foundation Academy from Winter Garden, 
Florida, came prepared for everything soccer. At each 
school they visited, Gio Moraes shared an object lesson 
using two soccer balls. The students listened intently as 
he shared how we can fulfill our purpose when we are 
filled with God’s love. They also had a great afternoon 
interacting with the youth at our Signeau Middle 
School. The boys played soccer while the girls did face 
painting, polished nails, and jumped rope.
 Newport Assembly, from Newport, Pennsylvania, 
raised money in order to distribute food. Each child at 
three of our schools went home with a load of dry rice 
and beans. I asked one of our Haitian staff members 
about how valuable this is to the students’ families. She 
stated that the food is a tremendous blessing, and at 
times, older students will ask for a large portion of food 
during their school lunch so they can take some home 
to feed hungry family members.  
 Soccer and food were used to shoot for the same 
goal—communicating the love of Christ. 
      ~Rachel DeTellis
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 Pregnancy can be a wonderful and exciting time 
for women, but it also carries risks for the moms and 
babies. In the past year here in the DR, we have been 
saddened to hear of many women in the area dying 
from complications during labor or shortly after giving 
birth. In an effort to help prevent more maternal deaths, 
we recently hosted a two-day women’s health event at 
our health center. We want to thank Francine Rollock, 
DeDe Taverner and Julia MacNeil for their help in 
making this event a success!
 During this event, we performed thorough checks 
of all the pregnant women—including an ultrasound. 
We also taught them about nutrition, exercises, 
breastfeeding, pregnancy complications and how 
to recognize and/or prevent them. Twenty pregnant 
women attended the event and we plan to meet with 
them monthly to continue teaching and supporting 
them. After they give birth and return home, we will 
visit them in their home to check the mom and baby—
making sure they are in good health. We look forward 
to seeing how God will use this ministry to be a 
blessing for the women in Sosua.
     ~Heather Williams Katz 

The women enjoyed the two-day event and learned more about 
how to care for their unborn babies and themselves.

 There is one thing I know to be true: We won’t stop 
preaching the Gospel and helping to strengthen the local church.
 New Missions has served in Haiti through hurricanes, 
earthquakes, political coups, military interventions, and  
UN invasions. Throughout all the unrest and uncertainty  
over the years, a steady pursuit in the same direction has built 
a foundation of ministry, as we have faithfully served for 36 
years in Haiti. At the center of all we do is the local church—
and it will outlast us. 
 During the recent political demonstrations in Haiti, there 
were several days when schools closed due to the risk of travel. 
However, when the weekend came, our churches were open and 
worship filled the air. The following Tuesday, all of our schools 
were open again—to the glory of God. Even though news still 
reported Haiti a place of great danger, our mission was fully 
functioning. All of our schools had food on hand to cook lunch 
for our students. Thank you for your prayers—they matter!
 We won’t stop advancing the local church to be the greatest 
force for good. We have identified three campuses where we 
need to build new church buildings: Flon, Darbonne Chateau, 
and Vieux Court. Your gift to church and school construction 
will help make this possible. Together, we won’t stop, because 
the calling is too great. ~Tim DeTellis The mission team from New Port Assembly provided food for 

children to take home to their families.

Gio Moraes shared an evangelistic message at multiple 
campuses using soccer as the illustration.

Each of the pregnant women received health screenings, including 
blood pressure, weight, iron level checks, and ultrasounds.

Top: All of our churches have schools meeting in their facilities during the week, and chapel services are a highlight.  
Bottom left:  Today in Haiti, we have 30 churches established and invite you to join us in prayer for new locations.    
Bottom middle:  Our churches are where families gather and the Gospel is proclaimed.
Bottom right: The local church is the greatest force for good, globally.
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Our Give Sneakers 
campaign will run from 
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we welcome your 
involvement in collecting 
sneakers for students.
NewMissions.org/sneakers
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