
Get out your garden tools! My garden tool is morning
prayer—kneeling on my red oriental rug. I love planting. I love
being with Jesus. I need Him every hour of every day. When you 
sow in prayer, you will reap a surrender of peace…a new passion 
to love and serve Him with your all in all.

Sincerely,

Jeanne DeTellis O’Connor 
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PRAYING KIDS

Tamar Calixte is from the island of La Gonâve and attends school 
at New Missions in Bord-Mer.  She is very thankful for her host 
family in Neply, where she lives during the school year.

 It was a Wednesday morning when I attended a 
chapel service at our Bord-Mer Elementary School 
located in Bord-Mer, Haiti. Near the end of the 
chapel service, I was invited to greet the students.
 This is what I told the students: “I need your 
help. Right now, in Port-au-Prince, we have a  
40-foot cargo container filled with shoebox gifts
and it’s being held up in customs. The presidential
elections are delayed, and there is concern this
cargo container may be stuck in customs even
longer—due to potential political unrest. Who
would like to come up and lead us in prayer for the
release of this cargo container filled with shoebox
gifts for our students?”

A young student stood up, made her way to the 
pulpit, and she said to her fellow students, “Let’s 
drop to our knees and pray!” I'll never forget that 
moment. I witnessed students immediately fall to 
their knees in prayer. Chapel was on Wednesday 
and the cargo container arrived to the mission on 
Thursday evening, the very next day. Pray. Believe. 
Have faith like a child. When you sponsor a child, 
you become part of a greater spiritual work in the 
life of a child. 

~Tim DeTellis 

Middle:  Edson and his friends sat on the front row of chapel service. Together, they will grow up knowing New Missions and the love of 
Jesus.  Bottom left: Dropping to their knees in prayer, the students from our Bord-Mer Elementary School prayed for God to release the 
cargo container from customs.  Bottom right: At our elementary schools, chapel service is held weekly to honor God through a time of 
singing and teaching.

A garden is a place of beauty, flowers, rest and
sustenance, and most of us enjoy seeing gardens or
having our own garden. The Bible tells us of the
first garden of life—one where a man and a woman 
enjoyed life with each other and had sweet fellowship
with God. When sin entered the world through this
man and woman, the garden experienced change. It 
changed for the worse.

When I first met Dennis, he was happy to show 
me his country garden. He had a flowing waterfall 
surrounded by terraced layers of flowers in his
garden. It seemed there was constantly another new 
flower budding. I didn’t know the names of all the
flowers, but I knew that the deep
purple irises were in full bloom by 
my birthday in June. Dennis spent 
hours keeping the flower gardens 
tended and loved to purchase new 
flowers every spring. Gardening was 
a love in his life. When he reached the final stages
of mesothelioma lung cancer in our home, a loving
hospice nurse, Cindi, sang all three verses of the
hymn “In The Garden” to Dennis. In loving memory 
of this precious man, we are creating a garden as
part of our new church construction in Los Castillos,
Dominican Republic. This was the land Dennis last
walked—having faith to see the next mission.

There was another garden that is so important
for every one of us—and that is the Garden of 
Gethsemane. Jesus often went to this garden with 
His disciples—perhaps to rest, to find seclusion, or 
to share His teachings. But the very last time Jesus
went to the garden, it was to surrender…to do the
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OUR NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

IS THE BEGINNING 

OF ETERNITY.

P.S.  I thank God for the comforting 
peace to mark the memorial garden in
Los Castillos for Dennis O’Connor.

will of His Father. In John 18:11, when Jesus was
addressing His disciple Peter, He said, “Put the sword
into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given
Me, shall I not drink it?” Jesus was referring to the
coming sufferings of the cross of Calvary where as 
King of the Jews, He gave His life in place of our 
sins, in order that we can find a new life through 
Him. In another passage, as Jesus intensely prays in 
the garden, He talks with His Father and says, “My 
Father, if this cannot pass by unless I drink it, Your 
will be done.” (Matthew 26:42)

Jesus surrendered. His power as the Son of God 
could have stopped the torture and process of the

crucifixion. Those who ordered the
crucifixion feared the surrender
was temporary. They feared they 
could not hold Jesus in the ground. 
A massive stone was rolled in front
of the tomb, and then it was sealed 

with a soft clay-like substance, that was imprinted 
with the Roman imperial seal. Roman soldiers stood 
by the sealed tomb to keep watch. The surrender was 
not a loss, but was the greatest gain for you and for
me. His death and suffering brought a resurrection—a 
new day, a new life, and a new beginning for those
who believe in Him.

Do you have a garden? Are you in a place of
surrender? Be confident that places of surrender are
not places of loss in Christ Jesus, because He lives. 
Jesus lives! “He walks with me and talks with me, and 
He tells me I am His own.” Our new life in Christ is
the beginning of eternity. 

~Jeanne DeTellis O’Connor

Dennis and Jeanne DeTellis O’Connor



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Feeding Children: Did you know we prepare over 2 
million meals each year? Feeding children at school in 
Haiti takes a tremendous amount of logistics, staffing, 
and tons of food. You can see more how we accomplish 
this by visiting newmissions.org/feeding. Thank you for 
your generosity in giving to our Rice for Children fund. 
Monthly, our budget to purchase food for our school 
children is $25,000. One of the first things our students 
do when they arrive on campus is to peek inside the 
school kitchen and watch the food being prepared. 
Together, we are saying goodbye to hunger.

Top of the Class: Standing tall and proud, students 
representing the top of each class from our Bord-Mer 
Elementary School received gifts of appreciation in 
honor of their accomplishments. To be “top of the 
class” represents the highest grade. As you can imagine, 
these students are called upon for help from their fellow 
classmates. Together, we celebrate Anderson Nicolas 
(first grade), Jocelyn Vil (second grade), Berline Pierre 
and Leonardo Pierre (tied in third grade), Manise Livert 
(fourth grade), Nadialine Lene (fifth grade), and Kenley 
Jouis Jacques (sixth grade).

Faithful Prayer Warriors: The prayer group in Playa 
Chiquita meets every Tuesday morning. It was started 
by Pastor George DeTellis and has continued under the 
direction of one of the church founders and leaders, 
Juanito Polanco. These faithful prayer warriors sing 
worship songs, share Scripture and testimonies, and 
pray for the church and people in Sosua and beyond. 
Many of them have witnessed amazing miracles—
which strengthens their faith and prayer life. They 
are one of the many prayer groups that meet in our 
churches in the Dominican Republic. 

Thank You: A huge thank you for making our 2015 
Christmas Shoebox Drive a huge success. With just 
under 15,000 shoeboxes collected, each of our students 
in Haiti received a shoebox. Please know your generosity 
reaches into their homes, as well. Any extra shoeboxes 
will be given to our Haitian churches for distribution 
during their mission trips throughout Haiti. Please save 
the date, Oct. 1 - Dec. 31, for our 2016 shoebox drive. 
We aim to collect more shoeboxes than ever to enable us 
to bless our additional 40 network churches across Haiti.

SCHOOL DESKS AND 
CHURCH BENCHES

Top: The New Missions church in Signeau is our largest church in Haiti. We rejoice in knowing the Gospel changes lives forever.   
Bottom left: Our carpenter, Joseph Elson Clergeau (his nick name is Sonny), is building church benches at our mission.  
Bottom middle: Would you like to help fund the building of a school desk or church bench? Contact Cheryl at info@newmissions.org, 
visit newmissions.org/desk or call 407-240-4058. Bottom -right: Together, we are changing lives, because each child matters to God.

more online at  
newmissions.org

SPONSOR A CHILD 
You can help educate a 
child and empower them 
to better their tomorrow. 
Call our office at 
407-240-4058 or visit 
NewMissions.org/sponsor

GIVE SNEAKERS 
Collect new sneakers 
at your church or school 
and bring comfort 
and style to the feet 
of our students.
NewMissions.org/sneakers

NEW MISSIONS SUNDAY
Host a table at your church 
on Sunday, May 22, 2016, 
and come alongside 
families in Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic 
by sponsoring a child. 
NewMissions.org/advocate

LOS CASTILLOS CHURCH 
Join us in building a new 
church in Los Castillos, 
Dominican Republic.  
Learn more at  
NewMissions.org/ 
loscastillos

 Throughout the year, our churches and schools receive 
new church benches and classroom desks. The entire 
construction of the school desks and church benches is 
accomplished by Haitians—including the welding of the 
legs onto the church benches—which is accomplished by a 
graduate of New Missions.
 When you make a special gift to our “Where Needed 
Most” fund, you help us continue projects such as making 
school desks and church benches. The church benches are 
sanded smooth and topped off with a clear varnish. The 
school desks receive a final painting with bright colors such 
as yellow, blue, green, or red. 
 Would you like to have a school desk or a church bench 
built in honor or memory of someone? Your gift of $100 
will build either a school desk or church bench. Contact 
Cheryl at our office or email info@newmissions.org. 
Together, we are providing jobs and empowering Haitians to 
make Haiti better.

  ~Tim DeTellis
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into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given 
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coming sufferings of the cross of Calvary where as 
King of the Jews, He gave His life in place of our 
sins, in order that we can find a new life through 
Him. In another passage, as Jesus intensely prays in 
the garden, He talks with His Father and says, “My 
Father, if this cannot pass by unless I drink it, Your 
will be done.” (Matthew 26:42)
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could have stopped the torture and process of the 
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the beginning of eternity. 
                                     ~Jeanne DeTellis O’Connor

Dennis and Jeanne DeTellis O’Connor


