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THE SWEETEST WORK

Students from the New Missions Christian Academy in Tom 
Gateau pray to make Jesus Lord of their lives.

 George, Jr. and Paula DeTellis were in Haiti recently 
photographing some amazing children to encourage 
child sponsorship. They asked me to go with them. 
Though it was not in my original plans, I went with 
them. After each child was photographed, they were 
asked to come talk with me. I began by asking about 
their love for God and shared His love for them. With 
the younger students, it was a sweet “Oui” (yes) that 
they loved Jesus. To the older ones, I asked if they were 
saved. If their reply was uncertain, I invited them to pray 
to receive the Lord. There were the typical excuses, but 
most claimed they planned to do it some day.
 Then, there were those with open hearts who said 
yes to receiving Christ. I found 33 students in all ready 
to begin their relationship with the Lord. One such girl, 
12-year-old Rood Phara Jean was grieving the death of 
her mother. I hugged and kissed her—knowing she now 
has Jesus to help her through her grief.
 I have adhered the names of these new believers 
inside my Bible as a reminder to pray for them, and 
thanked God for the treasure of praying with these  
dear children.
 Please join me in praying for these students. 
       ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon

Middle: Vilangelle Siguene, a sixth-grade-student at our Mare-Chal school, made a decision to follow Jesus. Bottom left: George and 
Paula DeTellis enjoyed meeting Lucien and Lucinne Ferand (twin brother and sister) sponsored by Chris and Beth Cary. Sponsors help 
change lives. Bottom right: We pray each of our students �nds a personal relationship with Jesus and we welcome your prayers for 
their lives. 

 In 1976 I was a 15-year-old sophomore at  
West Boylston High School. My English teacher,  
Mr. Kendall, caught me cheating on an exam and 
gave me an F grade. Then, I missed two exams, and 
by April I ended up in a situation where I was going 
to have to repeat sophomore English. Struggling and 
in with the wrong group of kids, I convinced my 
parents to let me move to Worcester and live alone 
in an apartment inside of our church at 135 Belmont 
Street, Worcester, Massachusetts. We were already 
planning to sell our house and move 
to Worcester. I transferred from West 
Boylston to the Worcester school district. 
Our church was in the inner city, and I 
was sent to North High School Annex. It 
was a school just for high school sophomores that met 
in an ancient building on Walnut Street in downtown 
Worcester. That was the last year the building was 
used for a public school. As a small boy who was 
an outsider to these city kids, I was an easy target. 
I started to skip school. One morning around 10:00 
the phone at the church was ringing. I answered the 
phone,	and	it	was	Ellen	from	the	school	office	calling	
to ask why George was not in school today. I replied, 
“George needs to help me do some work today.” She 
said, “OK. Be sure he is in school tomorrow.” The 
next day she called again and asked why George 
was not in school. I replied, “George needs to help 
me work again today.” She yelled back, “George, 
you get down to this school right now!” I hung up 
on her. I was caught. I decided to run away. I knew a 
Christian guy who had played the guitar for my Dad 

OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN

  You may have had a good father, a bad father, or no 
father at all. Yet, God is “Our Father who art in Heaven.” 
He is a father to the fatherless. We are all runaways until 
we come home to our father in heaven.

 
  

George DeTellis, Jr.
george@newmissions.org

P.S. “The Spirit you received does not  
make you slaves, so that you live 
in fear again; rather, the Spirit 
you received brought about your 
adoption to sonship. And by him we 
cry, ‘Abba, Father.’”  Romans 8:15

COME HOME   
ALL IS FORGIVEN

at some Christian events. I knew where he lived in 
Southbridge, and hitchhiked to his home…showing up 
at	his	door	with	a	suitcase	filled	with	clothes.	He	was	
friendly and welcoming. After a few days, he said I 
should call my father. I did... but would not tell him 
where I was... but agreed to call him again. By the 
end of the week, it was time to go home. I called my 
Dad, and he suggested we meet for lunch at a famous 
seafood restaurant on Main Street in Worcester. 
Dad	was	all	love	and	didn̓t	ask	any	questions.	We	

had a big lunch together—all smiles 
and laughs—the prodigal son had 
come home. I never went back to high 
school. Fortunately, my father did live 
to see me graduate as I walked across 

the	stage	at	Rollins	College	to	receive	my	Master s̓	
degree in Business Administration in 2002. Dad was 
proud that day.

There is a legend of an old story about a father 
and his son. They had a disagreement. Francisco, 
whose nickname was Paco, ran away from home. 
The father searched desperately through the streets 
of Madrid, Spain, looking for his son. Finally he put 
an advertisement in the local newspaper El Liberal, 
that said, “Dear Paco, Meet me in front of the hotel 
Montana at noon on Tuesday. All is forgiven. I love 
you - Your Father.” At noon, eight hundred boys 
named Paco showed up! All of them wanted to be 
forgiven by their fathers. The same is true of our 
Father in Heaven. He sends the same message. “All is 
forgiven. I love you! Come home.” 

    ~George DeTellis, Jr.



DR INDEPENDENCE DAY

HIGH SCHOOL PRAYER GROUP
 Students at our high school started a prayer group 
on campus in 2011, and have kept it going ever since.  
They call themselves Guerrier Shalom—Warriors 
of Peace—and meet daily during a break to pray 
and encourage each other. They are also responsible 
for planning chapel services. Presently, there are 
about 50 students who attend; some graduates still 
participate when able.
	 At first the group met under a tree, but they now
meet in the Timothy Barnabas Training Center and 
Bible College facility when it is available. Recently, 
I was blessed to attend a meeting and speak to their 
president, Marnot Mirthyl. He has been part of the 
group since seventh grade, and said that it has been 
a huge source of strength for him and others. He was 
saved while in elementary school at our Bord-Mer 
campus and is an active member of the Brache-
Gilles church. His family still does not know the 
Lord. The students pray for their families, school, 
and nation. Pray that God will grow and strengthen 
this group and use it to bring many more to Him. 
               ~Rachel DeTellis

GIVE SNEAKERS

more online at  
newmissions.org

SPONSOR A CHILD 
You can help educate
a child and empower 
them to better their 
tomorrow. Call our office 
at 407-240-4058 or visit 
NewMissions.org/sponsor

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Learn more about 
new projects for which 
we're seeking funding. 
Your giving makes 
a difference!
NewMissions.org/projects

COME TO NEW MISSIONS
Come serve alongside  
our leaders—ministering 
to our students and 
families in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti.
NewMissions.org/trips

 Every year, during the month of February, our 
schools and students in the Dominican Republic 
celebrate and remember their freedom. The DR 
declared its independence from Haiti in 1844 after 
years of being under Spanish, French and Haitian rule. 
Independence Day is February 27, and on this day our 
schools participate in a parade through the streets of 
Sosua with other schools in the area. According to one 
of our school directors, Keyla Mercado, Independence 
Day is the biggest Dominican celebration of the year.
 Throughout part of the month of January and for 
the entire month of February, the schools are decked 
out	with	Dominican	flags.	The	students	help	decorate	
the classrooms and outdoor common areas. This year, 
there was even a contest to see who could decorate 
their classroom areas the best. Selected students also 
practice marches each day—learning a good variety of 
them as they prepare for the Independence Day parade. 
Through these activities, students learn more about 
loving and respecting their country. At New Missions, 
it is our goal to develop Christian leaders who will love 
God and show love and respect for their country. 
     ~Heather Williams Katz 

Experienced students learn leadership skills as they lead and direct 
new students who participate in the annual parade.

 Do you remember when you were a child and you 
received	a	new	pair	of	sneakers?	What	was	it	like	the	first	
few days? You would wipe off the dirt and keep them as 
clean as possible. Having new sneakers for school was a 
special time, and we want to do the same for our students.
 When I take photos of our students, I am thankful to see 
them in their school uniforms and many proudly wear their 
student ID cards. Often, I will look closely at their skin and 
hair to make sure they appear healthy. Then, I glance down 
to the ground to snap a view of their feet. What are they 
wearing? What’s the condition of their shoes? 
 Surprisingly, I have students tell me how they share 
a pair of sneakers with a younger sibling, as it may be 
the only pair they have. We can step in and help out by 
collecting sneakers for students. 
 During the months of April through June we are hosting 
our Give Sneakers campaign and invite you to collect new 
pairs of sneakers for our students. This is a fun project for 
churches, schools, and even your workplace. For sizes and 
campaign resources visit GiveSneakers.com. 
 Together, we can cover more feet and bring joy to the 
life of a child. ~Tim DeTellis Marnot Mirthyl leads our high school student prayer group 

helping to raise a generation of Christian leaders.

As students seek God through prayer and worship, the presence 
of God will make our school stronger.

As students practice marches during the month of February, they 
learn more about loving and respecting their country.

Top: It may take up to an hour for students at our mountain school in Tom Gateau to walk to class. 
Bottom left:   Together, we can cover more feet by collecting new pairs of sneakers.    
Bottom middle:  Young students from our school in La�eronay, Haiti, line up to receive new pairs of sneakers.
Bottom right: Our Give Sneakers campaign runs from April 1 through June 30. Learn more at GiveSneakers.com
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