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FEET OF JOY

Give the gift of style and comfort to a child at New Missions by 
donating a pair of sneakers.

 For those of us who have visited Haiti, our eyes 
have quickly observed that most of the children are 
walking, working or playing barefooted. To get to 
school, many children find it necessary to walk a long 
distance. They, too, are walking in their bare feet.  
 Poverty teaches one to survive in many ways. 
When a child has a pair of shoes, they must 
last. None of us like to see our Haitian children 
barefooted. We know the conditions of the dirt 
roads—full of stones, dangerous trash, thorny 
pathways, roaming chickens and pigs, and the rains 
that spread the flow of human waste and bacteria 
onto the pathways. We do not want their bare feet 
traveling in these conditions. 
 Typically, our barefooted students will stop at 
the last stream of water or well to wash their feet, 
and then proudly don their footwear to enter school. 
For their health, we need to safely guard their feet 
with shoes. It is a blessing to provide something so 
desperately needed through the small act of giving a 
pair of sneakers to a child in Haiti. 
 The day they get to pick out a pair of sneakers—
their choice, their color—to bring comfort to their 
feet, is another day they will sense God is providing 
for their every need. 
         ~Jeanne DeTellis O’Connor

Middle: Dr. Timothy Sloan and his wife, Dr. Sonya Sloan, from The Luke church in Humble, TX, visited our warehouse in Haiti.  
Bottom left: Please join us in covering more feet by collecting sneakers for our students. Visit GiveSneakers.com for more information.  
Bottom right: Our high school students enjoyed a day of selecting their new sneakers, as many of them walk or ride their bikes to school.

 In June of 2014, I started reading the book of 
Romans every morning.  So often as Christians we 
jump around the Bible looking for something quick 
to inspire us for the day.  I decided that for the next 
period of time, I was only going to read Romans.  
What I have discovered is that the book of Romans 
is the most important book in the Bible for Christian 
theology, and Romans chapter eight is the key to our 
relationship with the Holy Spirit. In Romans 8:14 the 
Scripture tells us, “...the children of God shall be led 
by the Spirit of God.”  This Scripture has become 
my daily prayer. Like you, my life is filled with 
work, responsibilities, and dreams of goals I hope to 
accomplish. We need to be led by the Holy Spirit. 
In Romans 8:5 we are told, “...those 
who live in accordance with the Spirit 
have their minds set on what the 
Spirit desires.” Every morning I pray, 
“Holy Spirit, lead me this day.”
 In January 2015, we celebrated 
the construction of our new church in the village 
of Playa Laguna. My wife Paula and I traveled to 
the Dominican Republic for the dedication service. 
Francesco, the contractor who built the new church, 
attended the dedication service along with his wife. 
He’s originally from Switzerland, and has been living 
in the DR for over 20 years. Francesco said to me,  
“I have found a piece of land for sale that would 
work well for the new school and church in 
Redemption.” Francesco is a Christian, and has 
a heart for our ministry. We do not own the land 
where our school is in the village of Redemption, 
and the building is in need of repair—with no room 
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  I remember the day in January 1999 when I visited the north 
coast of the Dominican Republic for the first time. We were asked 
to come and help start a school for the children of Haitian workers. 
In the Dominican Republic, these Haitians are not eligible to attend 
public schools. At the time, the Haitians were living in cardboard 
and tin shacks. I lined up the children and photographed them with 
the vision that we would start a school and church in their village.

George DeTellis, Jr

P.S.  I want to encourage you to read Romans 8 
and let the promises of that chapter resonate 
in your spirit. I believe the book of Romans will 
empower you to live a spirit-filled life.

"IF GOD IS FOR US, WHO 
CAN STAND AGAINST US?" 

ROMANS 8:31

for expansion. We have been looking for land to 
build our own school and church for over five years 
without any success. The next day, Francesco took 
us to see the land. It was right off the main highway, 
on the corner of two streets. It is high land with a 
beautiful view of the mountains. But, the price was 
$127,000—which is quite expensive. As I walked 
the land and took pictures, I felt in my spirit that we 
needed to buy this property. In the natural, this was 
not a good business decision. The total projected 
cost to build a new church and school (including the 
property) is $500,000. 
 We have 300 children in the Redemption 
school—most of whom are Haitian. At our board 

meeting last year, we voted to buy 
the land. Now begins the hard work 
of fundraising. I started sharing the 
vision and showing pictures of the 
land at my speaking engagements. At 
each church, I told the congregation 

that whatever money they gave that day would 
be designated for the new church and school in 
Los Castillos—which will replace the school in 
Redemption. Then, last summer, someone called our 
office and made a donation for the balance needed to 
purchase the land. In February 2016, we completed 
the purchase of the land in Los Castillos. This month, 
I will be meeting with the builder, Francesco, and we 
will be staking out the location for the new buildings. 
Now we need to raise the money for the new church 
and school. In His timing, I know God will provide, 
and we will have a great ministry in this village. 
         ~George DeTellis, Jr.



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Dominican Independence Day: Independence Day 
is celebrated on February 27th in the Dominican 
Republic. After years of being under Spanish, French 
and Haitian rule, the DR declared its independence 
from Haiti in 1844. Juan Pablo Duarte led their fight 
for freedom from oppression. At our schools in the 
Dominican Republic, our students spend the entire 
month of February practicing for a special celebration 
on Independence Day. The Dominican flag carries the 
words “God, Fatherland and Liberty.” We are teaching 
our school children to respect their country, culture and 
most importantly, God.

Pastor Training: At New Missions, one of our core 
values is preaching the Gospel, because only God 
changes lives forever. Currently, New Missions has 
28 churches established in Haiti. We are training, 
encouraging, and providing resources to an additional 
40 New Missions network churches. Recently, Pastor 
Tim Anderson from Clements Baptist Church in 
Athens, Alabama, welcomed 115 pastors and their 
wives for two days of training. Please remember our 
pastors and their families in your prayers.

Cargo Containers: Thanks to your generosity, each 
and every one of our students in Haiti will receive a 
shoebox gift. Our third cargo container is on its way to 
Haiti. We have already shipped 13,909 shoeboxes for 
distribution to our students through our schools. Any 
additional shoeboxes we receive, beyond what is needed 
for our schools, are given to our churches for use during 
their mission trips around Haiti. Together, we are giving 
generously, because we steward what’s not ours. Please 
save the date: October 1 - December 31, 2016, for our 
shoebox drive this year.

Inside the Classroom: Students at our Leogane-
Guilaume Elementary School listen attentively during 
their math lesson. We thank God for our teachers who 
serve children each day. Our teachers are Christians and 
lead our students in Bible class and times of prayer each 
day. Weekly, each of our schools host chapel services. 
Education leads to empowerment for local employment. 
Most importantly, when Jesus is at the center of the life 
of a child, they are truly becoming a Christian leader—
ready to make their country better.

TEACHER TRAINING

Top: Tim Euler, from Cambridge Christian School in Tampa, Florida, hosted a training conference for 36 of our teachers in Haiti.   
Bottom left: The question was asked, "Why do you teach?" The teachers shared their answers with one another.  
Bottom middle: Samuel Joseph was thrilled to stand with his class of students. They love their school and their teacher.  
Bottom right: Together, through our schools, we are making disciples, as this is the true measurement of success. 

more online at  
newmissions.org

SPONSOR A CHILD 
You can help educate a 
child and empower them 
to better their tomorrow. 
Call our office at 
407-240-4058 or visit 
NewMissions.org/sponsor

GIVE SNEAKERS 
Collect new sneakers 
at your church or school 
and bring comfort 
and style to the feet 
of our students.
NewMissions.org/sneakers

NEW MISSIONS SUNDAY
Host a table at your church 
on Sunday, May 22, 2016, 
and come alongside 
families in Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic 
by sponsoring a child. 
NewMissions.org/advocate

EASTER OFFERING 
Your gift helps us build 
new churches and schools. 
Together, we can spread 
the Gospel further and 
be a blessing to many 
communities.
NewMissions.org/Easter

 On a Thursday afternoon from 2:00-4:00 p.m., our 
Concrab, Bire, Lassale, and Bord-Mer elementary school 
teachers and school directors came together for an educator 
seminar. I opened the seminar by teaching the history of New 
Missions, and shared how changing the life of a child is a 
spiritual work, not just a physical or intellectual work.
 Two educators from the United States shared teaching 
techniques and resources they brought with them for our 
teachers to utilize in their classrooms. The engaging activities 
and hands-on demonstrations empowered our teachers to serve 
their students better.
 Tim Euler, headmaster of Cambridge Christian School in 
Tampa, Florida, asked the 36 teachers to close their eyes and 
imagine the person who impacted their life greatly. Then after 
they opened their eyes, he said, “When your students close 
their eyes and imagine someone who impacted their life, that 
person should be you.”
 Finally, the seminar closed in prayer, as each teacher held 
hands in a big circle. Tim Euler prayed God’s blessing on each 
of them. Then, we surprised each school with video projectors 
and DVD players. We love our teachers! Thank you for 
remembering them in your prayers. ~Tim DeTellis
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