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BUILDING A NEW HAITI

Painting churches and schools is an ongoing responsibility, 
as we desire to keep our mission shining brightly.

 It is a daunting task constructing and maintaining 
our school and church locations in Haiti. Thank the 
Lord for willing laborers. Haitian workers are eager to 
rebuild their country. Site inspections take place at every 
location, and projects are prioritized. Sometimes roofs are 
painted and others actually need the roofing trusses and 
metal roofs replaced. In other cases an inferior building 
needs to be torn down and rebuilt. Currently, 200 school 
benches are being made. Infrastructure plays a vital role 
with enabling our schools and churches to function. We 
average six new school/church buildings each year. All 
building materials are purchased in Haiti, and the work is 
completed entirely by Haitian crews. Our most common 
tradesmen are: masons, carpenters, and painters. In 
addition, we hire even more specialized tradesmen such 
as electricians, plumbers, and metal fabricators.   
 Thank you for partnering with us in building a new 
Haiti. The school children love seeing their schools 
painted and new benches being delivered. Rebuilding and 
making repairs have been unending since the earthquake. 
Fifty construction projects have been completed since 
2010. We have another 50 buildings that still need to 
be constructed. All glory to the Lord for His strength, 
protection, and provision. We are eager to keep meeting 
the needs here in Haiti.  
          ~Charlie DeTellis

Middle: Providing local jobs, our school benches are entirely made in Haiti by local carpenters. 
Bottom left: From concrete work to installing roofs, we have construction projects taking place year-round. 
Bottom right: Thank you Salem Church and Jill Brennan's class for raising funds to help build school benches in Haiti.
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 I greet you with a holy kiss. Romans 16:16 instructs 
us to greet our brothers and sisters in Christ with a 
holy kiss. Isn’t it strange how we read the Word, and 
believe it is God speaking to us, but then conclude that 
things have changed, and it is not really relevant today? 
That is the tension between the Word of God and 
our culture. What is truly relevant is the unchanging 
Word of God—yesterday, today and forever. Our 
brothers and sisters in Christ are our family now and 
forever. Remember what Jesus said when told that His 
mother and brothers were looking for Him? He said, 
“My mother and brothers are those 
who hear God’s word and put it into 
practice.” (Luke 8:21). We tenderly 
need to desire, to engage, and to greet 
each other and encourage the mark of 
love—a kiss. 
 This was and still is the Biblical 
teaching and culture of my home church 
in Boston, Massachusetts. On occasion, 
the pastor will remind the men that to give a holy kiss 
is to give a pecking kiss on the cheek!  
 A baby responds to kissing and learns to kiss  
before they communicate with words. A kiss! How 
important can that sign of love be for some in our 
community who may be alone, separated from family, 
or challenged with health issues, relationships, and 
financial struggles? Give them a holy kiss. Let your 
touch be a mark of love because they will know we 
are Christians by our love. John 13:35 says, “By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples if you 
love one another.”

THE MARK OF LOVE

  In the Bible, we are encouraged to love one another. The holy kiss 
is God-inspired love. There is a “hello” kiss and a “goodbye” kiss. 
Then, there is the kiss from the father to his wayward son. We can be 
sure that our Father has a kiss for us and He is waiting for everyone 
to come to Him for His kiss of forgiveness and the everlasting kiss of 
life. Be kissed by God—and may your life show kisses to Him.

Sincerely,

Jeanne DeTellis Loudon

P.S. When Jesus addresses me as His sister, 
what greater love is that?  Find the love of 
your life—His Name is Jesus.
 

“BY THIS EVERYONE WILL 
KNOW THAT YOU ARE 
MY DISCIPLES IF YOU 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” 

JOHN 13:35

 I enjoy identifying with the Shulammite woman in 
the book in the Bible, Song of Solomon. Some pastors 
shy away from preaching from this book, but it is His 
Word to us on love, marriage, fidelity and courtship. 
I identify with this woman. I understand. I also have 
had passion and desire and this book confirms that to 
desire love is normal, and also the design and plan of 
the One who kisses us—Jesus Himself. In chapter 1, 
verse 1, she says to her lover, “Kiss me.”  
 Even Jesus desired to be kissed. His words in  
Luke 7:45 are: “YOU GAVE ME NO KISS!”  

       We are blessed with those events 
in life when we feel the kiss of God—a 
new relationship, a new career, an 
opportunity to be used of God, or just 
feeling a kiss from God in finding a 
parking space in a busy town. A kiss 
from God can be a pleasant surprise. 
My husband and I were representing 

our mission in Athens, Alabama, and at one of the 
events a woman was introduced from Wyoming. As it 
turned out, she grew up on the same street and went 
to the same schools as my husband, Ted. That was a 
sweet kiss! 
 Our mark of love can be a time to renew and 
remember and to practice God’s Word to greet in love 
with a holy kiss. I appreciate your love to give your 
brother and sister a holy kiss. I ask God to let His 
kisses continuously touch your life every day. 

              ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon



DR HEALTH CENTER

TEACHER WORKSHOP
 One the most influential people in the life of a 
child is their teacher. The teachers at our elementary 
schools spend hours with their students in their 
classrooms, and are also part of the church and 
community where the students live. At New Missions 
in Haiti we employ 264 elementary school teachers. 
Not only do these teachers pour into the students’ lives 
academically, but also spiritually during their Bible 
time each day.
 In November, we invited 174 of our first through 
sixth grade teachers to a workshop day held at our 
high school. There were morning and afternoon 
sessions. The teachers from the 30 schools also 
enjoyed lunch together. I was blessed to be able to 
greet and speak briefly to the teachers at the beginning 
of the day. I encouraged them to see the importance 
of their influence in the lives of their students and 
to recognize that each of them has a mission. We 
want to continue to empower our teachers by holding 
three workshop days each year—drawing from talent 
and resources in Haiti. Will you please support our 
teachers with your prayers? ~Rachel DeTellis

LOVE CHANGES EVERYTHING

more online at  
newmissions.org

SPONSOR A CHILD 
You can help educate
a child and empower 
them to better their 
tomorrow. Call our office 
at 407-240-4058 or visit 
NewMissions.org/sponsor

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Learn more about 
new projects for which 
we're seeking funding. 
Your giving makes 
a difference!
NewMissions.org/projects

COME TO NEW MISSIONS
Come serve alongside  
our leaders—ministering 
to our students and 
families in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti.
NewMissions.org/trips

 Last year, at our health center in the Dominican 
Republic, we treated an average of over 770 patients 
each month. These patients come for general medical 
consultations, minor emergency services, blood 
pressure and diabetes screenings, and free medication. 
We also treat many patients who have wounds on 
their skin. The majority of these patients have diabetic 
ulcers or burns from accidents. They come multiple 
times during the week for sterile dressing changes.  
 One such patient is José del Rosario. He suffered 
multiple second-degree burns from a motor vehicle 
accident. After being in the hospital for one month, 
he came to our clinic for continued treatment of his 
burns. He has been coming almost daily for three 
months and will continue to come until his burns have 
healed. They are healing and he is so thankful for the 
care and attention he has received at the health center. 
He is one of the many patients who have benefited 
from the care we give. We are thankful that we can 
share God’s love with people as we minister to them 
by helping meet their medical needs. 
     ~Heather Williams Katz José del Rosario is thankful for the care he is receiving at the health 

center for his burns.

 Why do we do what we do? Because God first loved us—
we share His love with others. From a ministry perspective, 
our mission is most effective when the Gospel becomes 
personal. We can preach, teach, and even evangelize. 
However, when someone claims Jesus as Lord of their life, 
then the life change begins.
 In Haiti, water baptism is a defining moment in the life 
of a believer. Many will attend church because it is a good 
thing to do. Some will even say they are a Christian because 
they agree with the truths of Scripture. However, they will not 
declare Jesus as Lord of their life. At all of our churches, we 
encourage and invite believers to follow in water baptism—as 
an outward expression of their inward faith in Christ.
 Recently, at our New Missions church in Concrab, Haiti, we 
welcomed churches from across the Leogane Plain to gather 
for a water baptism festival. I’ve attended these before, but this 
time the service was hosted mid-afternoon. Students who had 
just finished school were able to attend the festival. My heart 
was overwhelmed with joy to see so many kids watching the 
obedience of others who made the decision to follow Jesus. 
Only the love of Christ changes lives forever. I pray you receive 
all the love Jesus has for you today. ~Tim DeTellis 

174 of our first through sixth grade teachers attended a 
workshop held at our high school campus.

Our teachers are on the front row of seeing lives changed—and 
we continue to remind them how precious it is to be a part of 
changing the life of a child.

People in the community of Sosua are blessed daily by our health 
center, which provides free medical care and medicines.

Top: Gathered at the ocean in Concrab, Haiti, our baptism festival testified to the power of God transforming lives. 
Bottom left:  Each of our churches teach new believers to follow in water baptism.  
Bottom middle:  The testimony of each person saying goodbye to the old and hello to the new exemplifies God's amazing grace.
Bottom right: We rejoice in the bold faith the Haitians have in Jesus; they never stopped singing during baptism festivals. 

GIVE SNEAKERS 
Our Give Sneakers 
campaign will run from 
April 1 - June 30 and  
we welcome your 
involvement in collecting 
sneakers for students.
NewMissions.org/sneakers
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