
FEBRUARY 1, 2017 NEWSLETTER

BAPTISM FESTIVAL  

The new church we built in Concrab, Haiti, welcomed 15 of our 
churches for a baptism festival.

Middle: The local church is at the center of all we do—because only God changes lives forever.   
Bottom left: Villagers came to witness the water baptism as a testimony of changed lives.
Bottom right: We celebrate with the 52 Haitians following in believer's baptism.
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 God wants us to love Him, but why? And is 
that enough? I don’t think so. The second greatest 
commandment comes from Mark 12:31. But, first in 
verse 30, we are instructed to love God but then what? 
“And you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 
with all your strength. This is the first commandment. 
And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 
greater than these.” Mark 12:30-31
 God wants us to love Him, but then He really 
wants us to love others. Are we loving Him just for 
ourselves, and if we are…that isn’t enough.
 Growing up in church as a preacher’s kid,  
I remember how my father displayed on the outside 
of his church at 135 Belmont Street in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, the letters 
to spell: “Jesus Loves You.” I grew up 
knowing Jesus loved me but the big 
question was why? I have learned that 
Jesus loves me so I can love others. 
This is how His Gospel spreads. We 
grasp it, and then we share it. If we keep it only to 
ourselves, then we miss out on the blessing of how it 
is more blessed to give than receive. 
 Recently, I was in Haiti giving shoebox gifts to 
children in Bire, Haiti. Sitting on the church bench 
was a girl around 10 years old, who was wearing all 
black. This signifies she was mourning the loss of 
a family member. I wiggled in to sit next to her and 
began to ask a few questions. “Who died?” I asked. 
“My grandmother,” she said. I then placed my arm 

LOVING GOD ISN'T ENOUGH 

  On a personal note, I’m seeing how God loves me so I may 
love my neighbors more. Each of us can love God, but then 
what? Loving Him isn’t enough. Today, more than ever, our 
world needs good neighbors who make great neighborhoods. 
Loving God sitting in the safety of our homes or churches isn’t 
enough. Instead, we must go outside, cross the street, or go next 
door and serve our neighbors.  

Serving together,

Tim DeTellis
timothy@newmissions.org

P.S. Please join us in prayer for our spring 
fundraiser starting next month. God is at 
work through our mission and I’m thankful 
you are part of making a difference.

Tim and Sheryl DeTellis in Haiti visiting with their sponsored 
triplets, Manoucheca, Mackendy and Magdala.

around her and told her I would be praying for her and 
that she was a beautiful person and Jesus loved her.  
A young girl walked over toward us. “This is my 
friend,” she stated. I smiled—knowing God loved this 
girl so much that He sent a friend to be by her side.  
I then asked, “How long have you been friends?” 
“Since we started school here (Bire) at four years of 
age,” replied the girl in mourning.  
 In my heart, I began to thank God for His gift  
of love. Who do you need to go visit…just to be by 
their side and love them? Remember, love is better 
when it’s shared!
 In Mark 12, Jesus declared the importance of loving 
your neighbor. He also told a story (Luke 10:25-37) 
about a man traveling to Jericho who was attacked  

by robbers, badly beaten, and left on 
the side of the road. Everyone passed 
him by—even the religious people—
until a stranger came to his aid. The 
stranger bound his wounds and took 
him to an inn with instructions for the 
innkeeper to tend to him. In the story, 

Jesus said the stranger who extended help to the man 
was truly his neighbor. 
 If loving God isn’t enough, then what? Love your 
neighbor. Love your family. Love your friends. Love a 
stranger. Here is my prayer, “Dear Lord, help me love 
You so much I cannot help but love others because 
loving You filled me to the point of overflowing. God, 
thank You for loving me…because when I start to love 
others, my love for You becomes alive.”
           ~Tim DeTellis

"YOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 

YOURSELF." MARK 12:31

 Arriving at the village of Concrab, Haiti, for the 
“Baptism Festival” reminded me of when I was a 
teenager living in Haiti, and visited this village for the 
first time. At that time, there was nothing in Concrab 
except for Voodoo and extreme poverty. We eventually 
established a school, church and also drilled a well for 
the people of this village. 
 I remember setting up the musical equipment for 
our very first outdoor evangelism service in Concrab.  
At the end of the service, just one girl prayed to 
receive Jesus as her Savior. I was discouraged. 
Only one life? But we went back again and again to 
Concrab. Today, we have a thriving church and school 
led by a graduate of New Missions, Fednel Oscar. 
 This time, we were back in Concrab to witness  
52 believers (representing 15 of our churches) follow  
in water baptism. It was a glorious sight. “Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them  
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19
 Singing and sharing from several of our pastors 
took place before the baptisms began. One by one in a 
processional line the baptism candidates walked to the 
ocean—followed by other believers rejoicing in their 
public confession of Jesus as their personal Savior.   
          ~Tim DeTellis



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

I Am Hope Club: We celebrate the fifth birthday of 
our children in the I Am Hope Club, because we know 
this is a miracle that they have escaped death from 
disease and hardship. For generations, Haitian women 
had many children because half of their children died.  
Praise the Lord, each year we celebrate at least 700 
children who reach five years of age in great health. 
We have a party with balloons, party hats, noisemakers 
and birthday cake—celebrating life and giving thanks 
because Jesus gives them a reason to rejoice.

Dominican Republic Health Center: Our health 
center in the Dominican Republic is a huge blessing 
for the community of Sosua. In 2016, we treated 9,780 
patients. Since its beginning, all patients are treated 
for free and are also given the medications they need. 
Thanks to several generous donations, we are in the 
process of purchasing an ultrasound machine to extend 
this service to people in the area. As God provides, we 
plan to offer more healthcare services to help meet the 
medical needs of the people we serve. 

Cargo Containers to Haiti: Container days are exciting 
at New Missions. Between the months of Oct. and 
Feb. we typically send three cargo containers to Haiti. 
Throughout the year, volunteers come to New Missions 
to prepare donations to be shipped to our students in 
Haiti. All of the cases containing shoeboxes, sneakers 
and other supplies are carefully hand-loaded and 
shipped from our office in Orlando. Every empty space 
is strategically filled. Each year our staff and students in 
Haiti anticipate the arrival of these gifts and supplies.

YOUR GENEROSITY 

more online at  
newmissions.org

COME TO NEW MISSIONS
Come serve alongside our 
leaders —ministering  
to our students and 
families in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti.
NewMissions.org/trips

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Did you miss the 34th 
birthday of New Missions? 
We are celebrating all 
year long. Watch a special 
story from Jeanne DeTellis. 
NewMissions.org/birthday

Our Cooks in Haiti: Please meet an amazing team 
of Haitian women who consistently cook the best 
food in Haiti. Their names are Anite, Chrysia, Clerna, 
Donia and Rose Vada. In the early days, our women 
kept these recipes safely in their head by memory. Our 
younger cooks now read and write and have the mission 
cookbook with sacred hand-written recipes. With fresh 
bread, sticky buns, chocolate cake, plantains, beans 
and rice, biscotti, spaghetti, BBQ chicken, snapper or 
pizza, they cushion the shock of our visiting teams and 
comfort them with delicious and familiar foods. 

 We rejoice in God’s love in you to generously bless our 
children with Christmas shoeboxes. Your personal love to pack 
a shoebox for your sponsored child touches the heart of your 
child and their entire family. 
 I watched as Jean Fritznel, from Ti-Boucan, open his 
shoebox with sports items, school supplies, and gifts for his 
mother. His mother told how she prays with her six children 
every day. Jean was playing kickball with his sponsor—smiling 
and having fun in a world where life is often difficult.
 The first Christmas shoeboxes were given to our students 
in the village of Bire. It is an exciting atmosphere to pack up 
the truck with big boxes of Christmas shoeboxes. At the site, 
the children are crowded in, and their voices are bellowing out 
praise songs and Bible verses they have learned in school. We 
love to see their Christian training at an early age—knowing it 
will change their lives forever.  
 The Bire children were excited to see what was inside. 
Opening the gifts—giggles and smiles were our gift from 
them. I hope you know how appreciative they were for all that 
you gave. During my time in Haiti, I was blessed to help give 
out Christmas shoeboxes. You are giving generously, and God 
makes it more than enough. ~Jeanne DeTellis 

Top: The thrill of a surprise gift and knowing you are loved gives smiles to our children.
Bottom left: Our warehouses in Haiti are home to our shoebox drive logistics in the field.  
Bottom middle: Transport trucks deliver shoebox gifts to each of our church and school campuses.
Bottom right: Jeanne DeTellis encouraged our students from Bire, Haiti, prior to receiving their shoebox gifts. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Collect new sneakers 
at your church or school 
between April 1 and 
June 30. Bring comfort 
and style to the feet  
of our students.
NewMissions.org/sneakers

BECOME AN ADVOCATE
Host a table at your church 
and come alongside 
families in Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic by 
helping find child sponsors.  
NewMissions.org/advocate
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