
JANUARY 1, 2019 NEWSLETTER

GREAT NEED GREATER LOVE

We are welcoming more students into our schools and covet 
your prayers for continued provision.

 Parents in Haiti had school uniforms made and 
asked if they could sneak their children into our schools. 
The school directors and local pastors showed love and 
concern, and did not deny them a seat in the classrooms. 
However, when we began enrolling students for the  
2018-2019 school year, these unregistered students 
wanted official enrollment. When asked for approval I 
said, “Yes, do not turn them away.” Yet, I failed to ask 
the important question: “How many are there?”
 The meeting already happened and the decision was 
made. Don’t turn away the children. But Jesus called the 
children to Him and said, “Let the little children come 
unto me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these.” (Luke 18:16). Then, the 
surprise arrived…enrollment increased by 1,000 students 
in just six short months. 
 Through this, I have been much more aware of the 
desperation of parents and their children. We saw a great 
need and God matched it with a greater love. When you 
give to the Life of a Child fund, you help us say “yes” 
to the additional 1,000 students. However, we now have 
nearly 2,500 unsponsored children we’re providing with 
food, an education, and medical care. I’m praying for a 
miracle and trusting God to provide.  ~Tim DeTellis

Middle: The gift of education opens the door for a better life—thanks to your generosity. Bottom left: Currently, we educate 10,046 
children through our 35 schools and churches across Haiti and the Dominican Republic. Bottom right: Our pastors, such as Jean 
Panel Louis from Bire, Haiti, and school directors, are advocating for children who are not yet enrolled in school.

 When I look at the life of Jesus, I admire His 
discipline and dependence on prayer. When it comes 
to prayer, communicating to God was even the utmost 
priority for Jesus. He knew the importance to pray 
first. “Very early in the morning, while it was still 
dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a 
solitary place, where he prayed.” (Mark 1:35). 

How did Jesus pray? He prayed for God to 
forgive others. “Jesus said, ʻFather, forgive them, for 
they don’t know what they are doing.’” (Luke 23:34).  
Jesus prayed for God’s will to be done. “He went on 
a little farther and bowed with His face to the ground, 
praying, ‘My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of 
suffering be taken away from me. Yet I 
want Your will to be done, not mine.’” 
(Matthew 26:39). Jesus prayed for 
guidance. “But Jesus often withdrew to 
lonely places and prayed.” (Luke 5:16). 
He prayed for His disciples and believers. “Holy 
Father, protect them by the power of Your name—the 
name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are 
one.” (John 17:11). Jesus gave thanks. “While they 
were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take it; this is 
my body.’” (Mark 14:22).
 Recently, I was interviewed for a podcast and was 
asked what new routine or habit did I want to start 
for 2019?” I replied, “Pray more.”  The Apostle Paul 
wrote: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thes. 5:16-18).  Then the 

PRAY FIRST

  If prayer was important to Jesus, it must be important to us. 
Daily, may we seek God through prayer and remember those we 
love in prayer by name. Recently, I added to my prayer list the new 
students entering our schools. Who is God placing on your heart 
to pray for? May His kingdom come, and His will be done through 
our lives…because of prayer.

Tim DeTellis
timothy@newmissions.org

P.S.  Join us in prayer during our 
21 Days of Prayer, signup at 
newmissions.org/prayer
 

Tim DeTellis speaking at Central Life Church in Cocoa, Fla.

Apostle Paul reminded us the Holy Spirit intercedes 
on our behalf as he wrote about in Romans 8:26,  
“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray 
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through 
wordless groans.” 
 On a recent flight to speak at Family Church in 
Middletown, NY, the airplane door closed and I turned 
on my “pray playlist” and began to listen to “Thy 
Will” by Hillary Scott. Often, I simply pray, “God I 
trust You.” As I surrender in my heart and mind the 
concerns I may have, peace begins to fill my heart.
 Speaking at a church is like going on a mission 

trip for me. I fly somewhere new and 
arrive at a church—gathering with 
people I may have never met. My prayer 
is: “How may I add value to the people 
in this place?” I want to encourage 

them in their faith. Before I ever arrive, and say one 
word from the stage, I pray for months in advance.
 My favorite spot on an airplane is by the window. 
I enjoy seeing the earth below and can rest against 
the body of the aircraft. My favorite time to fly is at 
sunset or sunrise. To see the sun break over the layer 
of clouds is breathtaking. I am reminded that wherever 
you go, God is already there. Whatever you may be 
about to face, God has gone ahead of you.
 As we begin this new year, may we pray first. 
Let’s pray for forgiveness, for God’s will to be done, 
for guidance, protection, and in all things let us give 
thanks. ~Tim DeTellis

JESUS PRAYED AND 
GAVE THANKS.



DR MINISTRY UPDATE

SNEAKERS FOR HAITI
 The November mission team was privileged to 
do a sneaker distribution at our school in L’Acul, 
Haiti. We had just received 3,060 pairs of beautiful 
canvas, high-top sneakers donated by a member of 
Cornerstone Church in Long Beach, California. The 
students loved them! Many of them were wide-eyed 
and in disbelief that they received such a cool pair 
of shoes! Recently, someone asked me if all the 
students got sneakers. I replied by saying last school 
year we only had enough sneakers for about a third 
of our schools.  
 Purchasing shoes is a big expense for the very 
poor in Haiti. This year, we’d love to see each of our 
students receive a new pair of shoes. Because all 
Haitian schools use uniforms, the black sneakers are 
prized most highly. Children may wear any shoes 
to our schools, but culturally they prefer the black 
ones—but ALL are very much appreciated. For 
some students the pair of shoes worn to school is the 
only pair they own. A big thank you to all who have 
donated sneakers for our students. 
               ~Rachel DeTellis

HOW DO YOU PRAY?

more online at  
newmissions.org

SPONSOR A CHILD 
You can help educate
a child and empower 
them to better their 
tomorrow. Call our office 
at 407-240-4058 or visit 
NewMissions.org/sponsor

21 DAYS OF PRAYER 
Join us for our first 
annual 21 Days of  
Prayer launching on 
January 6, 2019.  
Sign up at  
newmissions.org/prayer

RICE FOR CHILDREN 
Please consider a 
special offering to 
Rice for Children and 
help us feed children.
Find more info at 
NewMissions.org/rice

COME TO NEW MISSIONS
Come serve alongside  
our leaders—ministering 
to our students and 
families in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti.
NewMissions.org/trips

 We started a Christian leadership group in our high 
school last year with nine students. This school year, 
we have more than doubled the number of students 
who started the program—20 students in total! One 
of our key verses for the group is 1 Timothy 4:12: 
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you 
are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.” 
We are working with the students weekly, teaching 
them Biblical principles of leadership and giving them 
opportunities to put those principles into practice.  
 This school year, we have had a chance to get 
even more involved in our high school. The students 
recently prepared and led the junior high and high 
school chapels. In 2019, we plan to lead more chapel 
services and participate in community events.
Additionally, we have paired each of our leadership 
students with a child from our school in Redemption 
Village who needs some additional help in their 
classes. They will be mentoring and tutoring them 
during the school year. Please pray for these students 
as they grow in their faith and share God’s love with 
others. ~Heather Williams Katz 

The senior high leadership students have already shown good 
leadership skills and are positive examples for their fellow classmates.

 It doesn’t matter how you pray or your position…whether 
you are sitting, standing or kneeling. But it does matter that 
you pray and that you pray constantly, as the Bible admonishes 
us to pray without ceasing. Now is the time to pray!
 There are times when I pray using a position of prayer that 
I learned from spending some time in India. I kneel on the 
floor with my full body in front of me, and my head touching 
the floor. For me, it creates a true feeling of intimacy and 
connection with God.
 We welcome your prayers for the country of Haiti with its 
endless turmoil and political unrest, and for the country of the 
Dominican Republic—to be steadfast in its stand to keep the 
Bible at the center of its flag and in the heart of its people. Pray 
for our leadership in Haiti and the Dominican Republic—that 
they continue the mandate of His mission to share the Good 
News. Pray for the faithful provision for our needs. Last but 
not least, please pray for your sponsored child and for every 
child—that they will know God and follow Him.
 We are hosting a 21 Days of Prayer event and invite you to 
sign up at newmissions.org/prayer. Thank you for praying.
                ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon

Students from our L'Acul school in Haiti enjoyed the gift of new 
pairs of sneakers.

Save the Date: April 1 - June 30, 2019 for our annual Give 
Sneakers campaign. Learn more at GiveSneakers.com.

The junior high leadership students have opportunities to learn 
how to work together for God’s glory.

Top: The most important work we are doing is a spiritual work, as we share the Good News through our Christian schools. 
Bottom left:  Remember Pastor Cyriaque Joseph Matin from our church and school in Fauche, Haiti, in your prayers and our other 
pastors, as well. Bottom middle:  Our school teachers need your prayers and are thankful for your love as they serve our students.
Bottom right: Inside each classroom, Bible is taught and God's Word comes to life as students grow in their faith.
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