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THE VALUES DRIVING US
 This month, we celebrate our 35th anniversary and I 
cannot help but reflect upon our core values. I sat down 
with my father, who founded New Missions, just prior 
to his passing on June 26, 2008, to write out what I had 
observed our organization doing to impact the lives of 
others. These are our seven core values:
Together, we are:
Preaching the Gospel…because only God changes lives 
forever.
Giving Generously…because we steward what’s not ours.
Focusing for Impact…because excellence requires our 
priority and attention.
Only Fearing God…because we report to God and He is 
our ultimate strength and provision.
Making Disciples…because this is the true measurement 
of success.
Doing the Right Thing…because our integrity and trust 
with others is our reputation.
Listening to God…because He knows what’s best for us 
so we humbly seek Him.

 Through upholding these values and being faithful 
over time, today our graduates are pastors, teachers, 
attorneys, doctors, nurses, and business owners who are 
scattered around the world making an impact where they 
live and work.
 Thank you for making New Missions your mission. 
You are part of the story of changing lives. ~Tim DeTellis

Middle: Together, we are giving generously, because we steward what’s not ours.
Bottom left: Each classroom becomes the environment where discipleship happens in the lives of our students.
Bottom right: Together, we are preaching the Gospel, because only God changes lives forever.

Go New Missions Eagles! Together, we are raising the next 
generation of Christian leaders.
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 Can you remember a moment when someone 
said something or did something that encouraged you 
greatly? What about the opposite? Have you ever been 
discouraged by someone? We all have. It is sad how we 
can easily remember the times we were put down versus 
when we were lifted up.
 Personally, I will never forget my most painful 
and discouraging moments. I’ve prayed and asked 
God why I still have those memories. Please take 
them away! Now, I’ve found those stains on my heart 
are frequent reminders as to why I need to be the 
encourager for others.
 Truett Cathy, founder of Chick-fil-A, once said: “If 
you know someone breathing then you know someone 
who needs encouragement.” My observations have led 
me to believe encouraged people encourage people, 
and discouraged people discourage 
people. So what about us? What do 
you do when you are the discouraged 
person? I’ve been there. I can be so 
discouraged the idea of being the 
encourager is far from any thought. 
These verses from Ephesians 4:22-24 say it best:  
“You were taught, with regard to your former way of 
life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted 
by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude 
of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to 
be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” We 
are made new in Christ! This encourages me. I aim to 
renew my mind with this instruction: May the attitude 
of my mind be made new.
 Let us think on the power and impact of our 
encouragement. What we edify we magnify. What 
we magnify we multiply. Daily, we carry two buckets 

BE THE ENCOURAGER

  How often should we be encouraging one another? Hebrews 3:13 
reminds us: “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
today.” Our encouragement for others is often needed. People may 
forget what we said, but they will remember how we made them feel 
by our words and deeds. Dear Lord, help me hold my thoughts captive 
so I may use helpful words and loving acts to encourage others—as I 
may never see the hurt and pain they are carrying deep inside.
  
Serving together,

Tim DeTellis
timothy@newmissions.org

P.S. Will you join us in celebrating 
more fifth birthdays in 2018?  
Visit newmissions.org/birthdays 

Tim and Sheryl DeTellis in Haiti visiting with their sponsored 
triplets, Manoucheca, Mackendy and Magdala.

around with us. One filled with water and the other filled 
with gas. We can pour gas on something negative and 
make it blow up, or we can pour water on something and 
let it diffuse the situation. More than ever it is seems as 
if our world is becoming more and more negative. With 
the tap of our fingers we can tweet and post a ranting 
rage on our social media status updates. How can we 
stay encouraged to be the encourager? 
 Meditating on this Scripture helps me remember 
how to protect my mind from the negative 
discouragement creeping in. “Finally, brothers and 
sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy — 
think about such things.” Philippians 4:8
 On my desk at home, I decided to draw a diagram 

on a yellow memo pad to help me live 
out and obey Philippians 4:8. I made 
four quadrants. On the top left I wrote 
the word: negative. On the top right: 
positive. Then, on the bottom left, I wrote 
the word: hurtful. On the bottom right 

I wrote: helpful. Daily, my hope and prayer is that my 
thoughts would be positive not negative, and my words 
would be helpful not hurtful.
 May we continue to guard our hearts and know 
we do have opposition against staying encouraged and 
being the encourager. John 10:10 reads, “The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.” Thank 
you, Jesus, for giving us life and being the source of 
encouragement for us to share.
 Make where you are better—because you are the 
encourager. ~Tim DeTellis

WHAT WE EDIFY WE 
MAGNIFY. WHAT WE 

MAGNIFY WE MULTIPLY.



more online at  
newmissions.org

SAVE THE DATE: Our Give Sneakers 
campaign will run from May 1 - June 30 
and we welcome your involvement in 
collecting sneakers for students. 
NewMissions.org/sneakers

PLANNING VBS: Will your church host a 
summer VBS program? There are several 
ways you can partner with us and make 
missions part of your VBS.  
NewMissions.org/VBS

BECOME AN ADVOCATE: With your help 
children will receive the gift of education 
and learn the love of Jesus. Introduce 
someone to a child waiting for a sponsor.
NewMissions.org/advocate

EASTER OFFERING: Receive a special 
offering at your church to help build 
churches. Together, we are preaching the 
Gospel because only God changes lives 
forever. NewMissions.org/easter

A HAPPY (GRO CHAPE) BIRTHDAYCHANGING A GENERATION

 When it comes to seeing how lives are being changed, the 
fifth birthday is a milestone we celebrate big time! We want 
to throw a party for children who reach their fifth birthdays, 
as they represent a major step forward in surviving and 
thriving in the Third World. 
 In Haiti, during our early days, when we would ask a 
child when their birthday was, most of them did not know. 
Even their parents did not know. Often, when registering 
their children for school, the mother would say, repeatedly, 
“Ti moun fet vendredi,” (the child was born on Friday). She 
remembered Friday because it was the market day. Unless 
she could find a registration of the birth, and bring it to us to 
read, we would never know the birth date of the child.
 I love birthdays! As a grandmother, I’ve had a few 
opportunities to make a birthday cake for my grandchildren, 
especially while living with them for a time in Haiti. My 
grandson Nathan turned 25 while he was in Michigan this 
year, and he liked his mango cake. When I turned 75 this 

 Thirty-five years ago, I saw the darkest dark and the 
brightest light happening at the same time when we pitched 
our five tents in Haiti by a small stream at the end of a dirt 
road on the Bay of La Gonâve. 
 The darkness I saw and felt was the intensity of the 
physical and spiritual needs of the Haitians. At that time, 
Haitian women were having eight or nine children—hoping a 
few of them would survive to give her a caretaker at the end 
of her own life. Children from birth to five years of age were 
victims of diseases; death stole the lives of 80 percent of them.  
 The preaching of the Gospel is a bright light and I saw the 
darkness dim. Great light brought unstoppable hope. There 
was a heart change that only Jesus could give. Now, there is no 
stopping this new explosive generation, and the blessings are 
falling on the children’s children. There is a new positive and 
hopeful mentality. A life has to have a heart change, and then 
a mind change, and then it’s like an elevator quickly rising to 
academic and career successes.  

summer, my granddaughter Elissa made 
me a birthday cake. A birthday and a 
cake is a good day.
 Thank God for the happy changes in 
Haiti. This year, we have 678 children 
turning five years old. Without a doubt, 
they will know about their birthdays. 
They know they will have a party at 
school. Together, with their classmates 
they will enjoy a big piece of birthday 
cake and get to put their finger in the 
frosting. With noise makers and party 
favors, party hats, decorations and blow 
horns, each child will celebrate how they 
are stepping forward in a country where 
too many are held back.  
 In Haiti, they call a child after 
the age of five a “Gro Chape,” which 
translated to English means “a big 
escape.” The child escaped death. The 
statistic when we arrived in Haiti back in 
1983 was four out of five will die before 
the age of five. That statistic is obsolete 
at New Missions. Thank God for His 
love, His care and His provision. There 
is food, water, a school, a church and a 
nurse—all working together to make sure 
we continue to have more “Gro Chapes.” 
Thank you for loving a child so that they, 
too, can experience hope. 
       
     ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon 

 The starving and sick children are now 
adults and better missionaries than we 
could have ever imagined. The mentality 
of fatalism—listening to how they once 
spoke (I can’t. I don’t have. I don’t know. 
It’s not my fault, etc.) has passed. Now, 
with Christ in their lives, their mindset is: 
If God wills. Our Haitian students know 
they can. They know they have a future. 
They know it is God’s will that they are 
loved, and God’s will to fulfill meaningful 
purposes in their lives.  
 I am happy I went to Haiti 35 years 
ago—to live in a tent at the end of a dirt 
road by a stream—with the excitable joy 
to say, “Jesus loves you and hope in God.” 
Now, we see the amazing stories: Jean 
Daniel (I cut his umbilical cord at birth) 
is now preaching in a church in Paris!  
Another graduate, Roland Henry, is a 
pastor in New York, and is our very first 
graduate to sponsor a student—and she’s 
even from his home village! 
 The blessing will continue to come to 
generation after generation because the 
Gospel seed was planted, watered, and 
today is being harvested. This is your 
mission—partnering with God and fellow 
believers to share the love of Christ. 

    
       ~Jeanne DeTellis Loudon 

Top: The children from our New Missions Christian Academy in Bire, Haiti, celebrate the milestone of graduating from kindergarten.
Bottom left:  Children from Bongnotte, Haiti, are seeing a new future because of the gift of education.
Bottom middle:  Celebrating with a party in Darbonne, our students reflect a new generation growing healthy and strong.
Bottom right:  Fifth birthday parties like this one hosted in Lassale, Haiti, bring a smile and hope to these children and their families.

Top: Pioneering our mission in tents set the stage for us to live locally where the mission would serve.
Bottom left:  Our first church in Haiti, 1983, Neply, Bord-Mer displayed the banner, Haiti: Hope in God.
Bottom middle:  In January 1983, while living in tents, the land clearing began to pioneer New Missions in Haiti. 
Bottom right:  Our first school opened with 151 children meeting in thatched rooms made of woven palm leaves.
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 Can you remember a moment when someone 
said something or did something that encouraged you 
greatly? What about the opposite? Have you ever been 
discouraged by someone? We all have. It is sad how we 
can easily remember the times we were put down versus 
when we were lifted up.
 Personally, I will never forget my most painful 
and discouraging moments. I’ve prayed and asked 
God why I still have those memories. Please take 
them away! Now, I’ve found those stains on my heart 
are frequent reminders as to why I need to be the 
encourager for others.
 Truett Cathy, founder of Chick-fil-A, once said: “If 
you know someone breathing then you know someone 
who needs encouragement.” My observations have led 
me to believe encouraged people encourage people, 
and discouraged people discourage 
people. So what about us? What do 
you do when you are the discouraged 
person? I’ve been there. I can be so 
discouraged the idea of being the 
encourager is far from any thought. 
These verses from Ephesians 4:22-24 say it best:  
“You were taught, with regard to your former way of 
life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted 
by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude 
of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to 
be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” We 
are made new in Christ! This encourages me. I aim to 
renew my mind with this instruction: May the attitude 
of my mind be made new.
 Let us think on the power and impact of our 
encouragement. What we edify we magnify. What 
we magnify we multiply. Daily, we carry two buckets 

BE THE ENCOURAGER

  How often should we be encouraging one another? Hebrews 3:13 
reminds us: “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
today.” Our encouragement for others is often needed. People may 
forget what we said, but they will remember how we made them feel 
by our words and deeds. Dear Lord, help me hold my thoughts captive 
so I may use helpful words and loving acts to encourage others—as I 
may never see the hurt and pain they are carrying deep inside.
  
Serving together,

Tim DeTellis
timothy@newmissions.org

P.S. Will you join us in celebrating 
more fifth birthdays in 2018?  
Visit newmissions.org/birthdays 

Tim and Sheryl DeTellis in Haiti visiting with their sponsored 
triplets, Manoucheca, Mackendy and Magdala.

around with us. One filled with water and the other filled 
with gas. We can pour gas on something negative and 
make it blow up, or we can pour water on something and 
let it diffuse the situation. More than ever it is seems as 
if our world is becoming more and more negative. With 
the tap of our fingers we can tweet and post a ranting 
rage on our social media status updates. How can we 
stay encouraged to be the encourager? 
 Meditating on this Scripture helps me remember 
how to protect my mind from the negative 
discouragement creeping in. “Finally, brothers and 
sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy — 
think about such things.” Philippians 4:8
 On my desk at home, I decided to draw a diagram 

on a yellow memo pad to help me live 
out and obey Philippians 4:8. I made 
four quadrants. On the top left I wrote 
the word: negative. On the top right: 
positive. Then, on the bottom left, I wrote 
the word: hurtful. On the bottom right 

I wrote: helpful. Daily, my hope and prayer is that my 
thoughts would be positive not negative, and my words 
would be helpful not hurtful.
 May we continue to guard our hearts and know 
we do have opposition against staying encouraged and 
being the encourager. John 10:10 reads, “The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.” Thank 
you, Jesus, for giving us life and being the source of 
encouragement for us to share.
 Make where you are better—because you are the 
encourager. ~Tim DeTellis

WHAT WE EDIFY WE 
MAGNIFY. WHAT WE 

MAGNIFY WE MULTIPLY.


