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BELIEVING GOD FOR  
LA GONÂVE
 This month we celebrate thirty-four years of 
ministry in Haiti. Many hands labor to make this 
ministry possible—including staff in the United 
States, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic. But we 
cannot do it alone. We depend upon the prayers and 
support from those of you who partner with us. Our 
ministry focuses on the poor children of Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic. Many of these children are 
helpless, and often do not have an advocate. 
 For many years we have been seeking the Lord’s 
guidance as to when and where we should expand our 
mission. We now believe it is His will and His perfect 
timing to move forward by planting three churches 
and schools on the Haitian island of La Gonâve in 
2017. Located fifteen miles (a one-hour motorboat 
ride) off of our Haitian coast, there are approximately 
130,000 people living on the island. We have visited 
La Gonâve in the past and even held church services 
there. Currently, we have several children from La 
Gonâve in our schools on the mainland, as it is not 
possible for them to receive an education on the island.
 Please keep us in your prayers as we seek to serve 
and follow Him. ~Charlie DeTellis

On January 6, 1983, New Missions began as Pastor George 
and Jeanne DeTellis founded this mission; they lived in tents 
for three months.

Middle: We are keeping the pioneering spirit alive at New Missions as we continue to seek new sites for churches and  schools.   
Bottom left: Tamar Calixthe is from the island of La Gonâve and attends school at New Missions in Bord-Mer, as there is no school 
for her to attend on the island. Bottom right: Together, we are changing the lives of children because each child matters to God.

 I’ve often had a calendar from the dollar store, 
or even free ones. But for the past three years, I have 
indulged in a Barnes and Noble calendar book;  
2014 was hot pink, 2015 was pale aqua, and 2016 is 
coral. These calendars are me, my life, my plans,  
my things to do and people to meet. I’ve made these 
plans. But, in Proverbs 19:21 God tells us, “Many 
are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s 
purpose that prevails.”
 I’m not an early riser unless I have a 6:00 a.m. 
flight. But, one recent morning I was awake at 5:00 a.m. 
with thoughts of writing about “My Calendar.” I tried 
to go back to sleep, but my mind was busy thinking 
about the day ahead. I’d fix some meals for 
my parents, and then head to church for 
the 11:00 a.m. service. It was going to be a 
productive day.
 By 8:30 a.m. all of these plans 
changed. My mother was experiencing an 
eye issue that required a trip to the ER. 
The whole day was spent waiting for doctors and going 
from one hospital to another. Finally, arriving home 
after 11:00 p.m. with a dusting of snow, my heart was 
flooded with thoughts that I may make good human 
plans, but God is my Planner. He is my Calendar.
 When I write in my calendar, I want to say a prayer 
over my desires, my plans, my travel and ministry.  
I want my prayer to be one of surrender. “God, Your 
will be done.” Psalms 94:11 says, “The Lord knows all 
human plans; He knows that they are futile.” I want 
my desires to be His desires so that I can have His 
promise in Psalms 20:4, “May He give you the desire 
of your heart and make all your plans succeed.”  

MY CALENDAR
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I WANT MORE  

OF JESUS ON MY  

2017 CALENDAR.   

P.S.   No one loves me more than Jesus.  
I will rejoice as He marks my calendar 
in 2017 with His love and grace.

 Surrendering your calendar requires a trusting 
spirit in a good, good Father. In November, I had plans 
to be in the Dominican Republic. My son asked me 
not to go. During that time there were torrential rains, 
flooding, and suffering; maybe not the place God 
wanted an old, twice-widowed lady. 
 I’m sure you love your calendar like I treasure 
mine. I have dates penciled in through most of 2017. 
Exciting ministry dates; weddings, etc. As I write 
each event in my calendar, I say a prayer: “God 
willing,” or “Dios Primero (God first)” or  
“Si Bondye vle” (if God wills).  
 Pastor George told a story about a farmer who was 

walking his cow to the market. Along the 
way, someone asked the man where he 
was going, and the man said, “I’m going 
to the market to sell my cow.” Robbers 
came and beat up the farmer and stole his 
cow. After his beating and loss of his cow, 
someone asked the farmer where he was 

going. With humility, the farmer replied, “God willing, 
I am going home.”
 Last month, I went to the cemetery where Pastor 
George is buried to give his black granite bench a 
cleaning. I polished these words: “The world and its 
desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God 
lives forever.” How’s your calendar? Is it covered with 
a spirit of humility and surrender? God’s will is the 
best for us. His will may lead us in days of joy or in 
days of sorrow, but God’s will is always sovereign.  
In 2017, God, please guide my calendar.  
               ~Jeanne DeTellis

facebook.com/newmissions              instagram.com/newmissions              twitter.com/newmissions

 Do I really know what’s best for me? I know what I think, 
what I want to do, and where I would like to go. Trusting in 
Jesus is to let Him take command—to lead, to guide, and to 
choose for me; to let Him enable me to do a task, and for Him 
to have His way with me. Where He leads me in 2017, I will 
follow (running with a smile).

Sincerely,

Jeanne DeTellis  



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Pastors’ Training: The local church is the greatest 
force of good, globally. Traveling from all across Haiti, 
pastors gathered at the Timothy Barnabas Training 
Center at New Missions in Signeau, Haiti. Dr. Johnny 
Hunt and J.J. Washington from Woodstock, Georgia, 
trained our pastors, along with New Missions network 
church pastors. Together, we are strengthening the local 
church as we encourage and train pastors. Join us in 
prayer as we plan to plant more churches in 2017. Jesus 
is still the answer for the world today.

DR Health Screenings: We hosted a one-year-old 
birthday party at our health center—which was planned 
and hosted by Christ the Savior Lutheran Church 
from Fishers, IN. The purpose of the party was to do 
developmental screenings for children between the ages 
of six and twenty-four months. We are very thankful to 
members of the Dominican Child Care Foundation, for 
helping with the screenings. Over 40% of the children 
we screened had some developmental delays. We plan 
to work with the parents of these children to educate 
them on ways to help their children at home.

Shoebox Gifts: The children from the mountain areas 
of Tom Gateau walk in the toughest terrain to arrive 
at their school, where songs of joy and Scriptures are 
recited in their classroom. Can you imagine walking to 
school and then the surprise of finding a shoebox gift? 
Because of your generosity, all of our students in Haiti 
will receive a shoebox gift. The gift of a shoebox goes 
beyond each child, as they share the surprises inside 
with their family. Thank you for sharing the love of 
Jesus with these children.

SCHOOL IN LOS CASTILLOS

more online at  
newmissions.org

COME TO NEW MISSIONS
Come serve alongside our 
leaders —ministering  
to our students and 
families in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti.
NewMissions.org/trips

MEDICAL CLINIC 
Because of your 
generosity, we can 
provide free healthcare 
to our students, families, 
and surrounding villages.
NewMissions.org/medical

Serving Others: Students from the National Honor 
Society at The Master’s Academy in Oviedo, Florida, 
decided to collect shoeboxes as a service project this 
year. They collected over 60 shoeboxes, and went the 
extra mile by coming to serve at New Missions once 
their shoebox drive was complete. During their time 
volunteering, they sorted and boxed items that were 
donated after Hurricane Matthew struck Haiti. It was a 
blessing to see their hard work and willingness to serve. 
Thank you for giving of your time and resources to 
share God’s love this Christmas. 

 The community in Los Castillos is waiting to see their 
school built.   
 New Missions came to this neighborhood in 1999.  
The children were mostly from Haitian sugarcane cutters.  
They had no birth certificates, and were not allowed to attend 
the public school. We did our best to renovate a building and 
begin school. For the past 17 years, we have dreamed of them 
having a campus of their own, with both a church and a school. 
God’s great love provided the land and all of the finances to 
build a church. The land is high—with space and beauty. 
 Throughout 2016, visiting teams ministered in the 
community, and they heard the same question from the parents 
and children, “Will the mission build a school?”
 For the children in Los Castillos, they are dreaming of 
the day when they put on their uniform for New Missions 
Christian Academy, and enjoy the green grass, open space, 
loving, Christian teachers, and academic training for a better 
tomorrow. “He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, 
miracles that cannot be counted.” (Job 5:9) Together, let’s 
build a school in Los Castillos. 

            ~Jeanne DeTellis 

Top: When a child enters our classrooms they feel loved and encouraged. Bottom left: Will you prayerfully consider sponsoring a 
child from the Dominican Republic? Call our office at 407-240-4058 or visit newmissions.org  Bottom middle: The land is purchased 
and the church is almost finished; construction for the new school will begin once funds are raised. Bottom right: We build quality 
schools, and want the best for our students—enabling them to be difference makers in their communities.

SAVE THE DATE 
Collect new sneakers 
at your church or school 
between April 1 and 
June 30. Bring comfort 
and style to the feet  
of our students.
NewMissions.org/sneakers

BECOME AN ADVOCATE
Host a table at your church 
and come alongside 
families in Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic by 
helping find child sponsors.  
NewMissions.org/advocate
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